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The Month 


ANTI-SEMITISM: 
STIGMATA OF FASCISM 


WILLIAM Randolph Hearst once toyed with 
the idea of confusing communism with 
Judaism in order to destroy the Red Menace. 
When his trusted stooges got behind the faces at 
Union Square and looked at the party roster and 
the district organizers and the effective leader- 
ship and found it to be in good part native Ameri- 
can, they advised against the tie-up. Huey Long, 
the Punch, if not the Punchinello, of fascist in- 
dustrialists has kept clear of anti-semitism. He 
once made a sly dig at the Hebrews who despoiled 
the Egyptians but that, after all, is in the Book. 
When he had occasion to mention the bankers who 
were gobbling up 90% of the barbecue at the Na- 
tional table, he listed the Morgans, the Mellons, 
the Baruchs, the Bakers, the Astors, the Vander- 
bilts, 600 families at the most . . . which is a 
rather fair listing. 
Father Coughlin, the Judy of our show 


, who is 


if he won’t take it off to bundle, politically, with 
Huey—made a different listing. He named as 
the wrecking crew of internationalists whose god 
is gold and whose emblem is the “red shield” of ex- 
ploitation—the Rothschilds, the Lazares, the 
Warburgs, the Kuhn-Loebs, the Morgans. Now 
Father Coughlin did not name these names un- 
wittingly. He selected them with malice deliber- 
ate. He knew that a good portion of his hearers 
would make the inference that this country suffers 
from the machinations of foreign Jew bankers. 
Coughlin has at his disposal a large staff of polit- 
ical and economic advisers as well as able statisti- 
cians. They could have told him that the Roth- 
schilds and the Lazares count for little in the af- 
fairs of Europe today. They could have told him 
that Warburg-Kuhn-Loeb is one name and that he 
could just as well have said Bailey-Walker (or any 
of the three other gentile partners)-Kuhn-Loeb. 
They could have told him that the real facts about 
the Jewish participation in the financial life of 
America can be obtained from the pages of the 
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sues”. From these pages he could have learned 
that from 1925 to 1928 the 26 Jewish Brokerage 
houses (any house 50% or more of whose board 
members were Jews is called Jewish) did an aver- 
age of 5% of the total domestic flotations. From 
1930 to 1933 the average was $%, though in the 
year 1932 the Jewish houses did but 1/, of 1% of 
the total domestic financing. 

When it comes to international loans, this same 
authoritative source reveals that the six largest 
Jewish houses, J. & W. Seligman, Schman Bro- 
thers, Kuhn Loeb Company, Speyer & Company, 
A. G. Becker Company, and Goldman, Sachs Com- 
pany (Alav Hushalom) together did less business 
in the years 1925-1928 than did the National City 
Company or Lee Higginson alone. Three other 
gentile firms: Guaranty Company, Dillon Read 
Company, and Harris, Forbes Company each did 
only slightly less than the six above mentioned 


Jewish firms combined. 

Even more important than the above figures is 
the compelling inference that must be drawn from 
a reading of the names of the directors of the 
banks which are members of the New York City 
Clearing House. Since New York is the banking 
capital of the country the ‘figures have national 
significance. There are 420 directors of the 19 
member banks. Only 30 of these are Jewish. Of 
these 30, 14 are concentrated in two banks, the 
Commercial National Bank & Trust Company, 
and the Public National Bank & Trust Company; 
the three banks which have the largest capital and 
undivided profits and deposits of over one billion 
each are the National City Bank, the Guaranty 
Trust Company and the Chase National Bank. 
There are 79 directors on these three banks. Not 
one is Jewish. Nor is there a single Jew on the 
directorship of the two next largest banks, the 
Central Hanover and the Bankers’ Trust Com- 
pany. The directors of these banks control the 
boards of the leading industrial corporations 
throughout the country. If Father Coughlin wants 
to inform the people of the truth, why does he 
shy clear of these figures and their manifest impli- 
cations The fact is that the Father will not dis- 
dain silver or gold from the gentile fingers of the 
Mellons, the Fords or the Morgans. Some of this 
gold is already in his priestly jeans. The Judy 
with the dripping brogue picks a Jewish whipping 
boy called Baruch. This time it is a banker. Next 


time it will be a Communist. The trick is to confuse 


the people, play the saviour, denounce the bankers 
until you have them in your confidence—then the 
chains. One of the most staple potions in the 
demagogue’s bag is anti-semitism. Whether used 
against banker or bum it is one of the clearest 
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BEYOND CIVIL LIBERTIES 


ME: EVELYN JOHN ST. LOE STRA- 

CHEY’S arrest as an enemy of the republic 
would make intellectual comedy under other aus- 
pices than those of Mr. Hearst on a “red hunt”. 
One does not like to waste sympathy on Mr. 
Strachey who is brave, brilliant and perfectly 
capable of confuting his prosecutors single-handed. 
The American press finds perfect copy in him, 
Mrs. Strachey and the baby. It would be reason- 
able to suppose that neither his books nor his 
managers nor perhaps Marxist theories have 
exactly suffered. In a shameful tradition of ar- 
rests, imprisonments, and deportations few have 
testified before authorities that they were baptized 
in the Church of England, educated at Eton and 
Oxford, and had their ancestral family seat in 
the reign of King Edward II. And we recall 
none who has laughed and said, “I'll throw in a 
Lord, too—my uncle, Lord Strachie of Sutton 
Court, Chew Magna, Somerset. How he'd like 
to have his name mixed up in this!’ Nothing 
we have seen of the work of the new proletariat 
dramatists quite surpasses that scene in the morn- 
ing press depicting a solemn inquiry around a 
table, with Mr. Strachey being examined like a 
schoolboy by an immigration inspector and his 
cohorts. The inspector, says The Times, read 
from several documents, including not only Mr. 
Strachey’s books and articles, but the Communist 
Manifesto of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, 
requesting that the author comment on each ex- 
cerpt. From his books we know what Mr. Stra- 
chey might have said, but we should like to know 
what the inspector heard. 

Under other circumstances Mr. Strachey’s case 
would be funny, and the effort to refine the tech- 
nicalities about actions dangerous to the state, 
profitable, but the insanities of Huey Long, 
Coughlin and Hearst place the whole matter in 
the light of a general emergency. The degenera- 
tion of liberty among countrymen of Justice Oliver 
Wendell Holmes, the hysterias of real capitalist 
disorders, on which Mr. Strachey has personal 
views, and the war clouds abroad and at home 
preclude our patronizing this conflict between a 
clever gentleman of Oxford and a red-baiting 
inspector. 

All that has been hitherto protested, together 
with Mr. Strachey’s self-protective wit, are in this 
service pitted against the threatening war and 
fascism of the day. And it is only a narrow atten- 
tion to the doctrine of civil liberties, which makes 
it possible for Mr. Walter Lippmann to write of 
Mr. Strachey that his arrest “was a magnificent 
opportunity for him to stand up boldly and say 
just what a Communist believes are his rights in 
a bourgeois, capitalist and democratic society when 
it comes to advocating a system of government 
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which makes no bones about its intention to de- 
stroy those rights.” 


The burden of proof about what the rights are 
in a bourgeois, capitalist and democratic state 
rests not yet with Mr. Strachey but with Mr. 
Lippmann. The Jewish Frontier dissents from 
Mr. Strachey’s cavalier conclusion that “neither 
capitalists nor the revolutionaries can any more 
give the right to free speech to their opponents, 
than can a government engaged in war...” (Scrib- 
ner’s Magazine for April). But we do remember 
that beyond the issues of civil liberties are the 
ultimate and inclusive realities of economic liber- 
ties which they project. 


MR. HEARST'S FAREWELL 
TO DEMOCRACY 


HE earnest committees investigating subver- 
sive activities should stop stalling. Instead 
of wasting their time on small fry, they might em- 
ploy their talents for research in fields more pro- 
ductive of results. The Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, the Dickstein Committee, and 
other agencies concerned with keeping our demo- 
cratic institutions unblemished would do well to 
study the signed Hearst editorial appearing in the 
New York American of March 19th. It is a doc- 
ument which patriots, particularly hundred per- 
centers, should not miss. We offer it as the bold- 
est attack on representative government that has 
as yet appeared in a newspaper of large circulation. 
Mr. Hearst’s fulminations against every shade of 
liberal or radical opinion have generally been at- 
tended by a loud barrage of sound American doc- 
trine. His sallies against progressives of every 
description have heretofore been made under cov- 
er of the American flag. The sudden candor of 
his onslaught on the fundamental traditions of 
American democracy must be a little disconcerting 
to some of his faithful readers, 

Under the salubrious heading, “Disinfection 
for the Parasites”, the editorial offers a simple 
and engaging thesis: Politicians are grafters who 
live on the taxpayers’ money. The crusading zeal 
of a Seabury convert sounds in Mr. Hearts’s in- 
dictment of “grafting politicians” and “parasites.” 
Possibly even Mr. Hearst’s ingenuous disciples, 
called to civic virtue by his flaming words, are as- 
tonished to discover that ‘‘politicians”, in the 
Hearst lexicon of truth, means any elected legis- 
lator. Mr. Hearst deplores the number of “‘poli- 
ticians” and “governments’—township, city, dis- 
trict, county, state governments—in “‘this afflicted 
nation.” How is one to dispose of “‘all the un- 
necessary governments and all the superfluous pol- 
iticians’ ? Happily, the Nebraska law to establish 


- one house in the state legislature has shown Mr. 


Hearst the way. In states where there is no ref- 
erendum, Hearst suggests another effective meth- 
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od of freeing the country of the costly and com- 
plex machinery of democratic procedure. “The 
taxpayers can organize closely and simply refuse 
to pay taxes”. Mr. Hearst’s conclusion is direct 
and unequivocal. ‘Gentlemen of the taxpayers’ 
protective organization, it is time for action. 
What the country needs is the elimination of all 
politicians except a few honest and competent 
ones. And if we have only the honest and com- 
petent ones, they will be few enough, God knows, 
and God be praised.” We suspect that if the 
Deity hearkens to the Hearst prayer, they will be 
few indeed! By the time we have scrapped enough 
of the forms of democratic government to satisfy 
Mr. Hearst’s passion for reform, we may have ef- 
fected changes quite as revolutionary as those ad- 
vocated by John Strachey. We don’t recommend 
Hearst-baiting but as Mr. Hearst’s by now frank 
yearning for a fascist dictatorship is publicized in 
a yellow press adapted to the meanest intelligence, 
perhaps the Dickstein Committee has something 
real to worry about. 


FASCIST MENTALITY— 
A SELF-PORTRAIT _ 


ITLERISM MARCHES IN AMERICA is 
the title of a series of articles written by 
Mr. George Seldes in Today. He says that it is 
his purpose to present some of the following 
points: 

1. “That in addition to the Nazi movement, allied or 
similar movements are on the way to oblivion. 

2. ‘That as a result of the exposures, the Nazi move- 
ment has changed its character to some extent and 
is now concentrating upon anti-semitism.  - 

3. “That the (McCormack-Dickstein) committee’s re- 
port has resulted in the proposal of a new alien 
and sedition law, which, although supposedly 
aimed at Hitlerism and Communism, is in reality 
a duplication of the Alien and Sedition Act of 
President Adams’ time and would be a weapon 
against liberal as well as radical organizations, the 
rights of organized labor and the freedom of the 

ress. 

4, ET hat the real danger of a new sort of demagogic 
Hitlerism or Fascism in America is growing today 
despite the fact that the German or Italian organ- 
izations supporting these ‘philosophies’ are at pres- 
ent in a state of disintegration.” 

Mr. Seldes does not fully agree with the Mc- 
Cormack-Dickstein Committee in the belief that 
exposure has altogether faded the brown, khaki, 
white, silver and blue shirts. He refers to the 
propaganda leaflets published by the American 
National Socialist League (schismatic branch of 
the Friends of New Germany), leaflets which 
have described the Lindbergh-Hauptmann case as 
a ritual murder. Hle mentions the White Shirts, 
or Crusaders for Economic Liberty, supposed to 
number about 40,000 although claiming 200,000. 
He states that there are more than a hundred 
organizations o he Nazi type in America 2 ' 
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present time, and concludes that the Italian rather 
than the German structural pattern is potential in 
their future. 

About the same time, in March, the Jewish 
Frontier published Dr. Charles A. Beard’s ex- 
posure of an anti-semitic forgery which, on evi- 
dence, went through the hands of William Dudley 
Pelley, Robert Edward Edmondson, Julius Strei- 
cher, and to countless gullible people who were 
comforted by the alleged anti-semitism of a con- 
stitutional father. Dr. Beard’s passion for the 
truth led him to say in conclusion: “Whoever 
encounters this piece of propaganda should nail 
it at once. If the gentlemen who have given it 
currency have any honor, they will either produce 
their proof or publically confess their offence.” 
Dr. Beard proposed to show “. . . the lengths to 
which force will go in efforts to gain its end, the 
chicanery to which it will resort, the depths of 
unreason to which it will sink... .” 

The Jewish Frontier prints below our only 
known reaction to Dr. Beard’s challenge by any- 
one who was not moved by his scientific and hu- 
mane spirit: 

NEW YORK CITY. 

THE JEWISH FRONTIER: 

Please be informed that in regard to the B. Franklin 
material you are quite off your trolley as to it being 
a forgery. 

The first part of this document has been omitted in 
its publication, for reasons | shall not state, but it tends 
to prove that Geo. Washington believed the same 
as Franklin. The copy | have quotes as follows: “I 

agree with Gen. Washington . . . etc .etc.”” 

The real facts seem to be that Jews bribed their way 
into the U. S. and have no right here. They are 
Asiatics, and had the true facts of history falsified. 

The time has not arrived as yet to produce one of 
these few diaries. There will be plenty MORE you 
will have to worry about without the Franklin docu- 
ment. 

1 suggest that you tell your readers that due to assas- 
sination, bribery, boycott, etc. that well informed 
Americans know a little of what they are doing in not 
informing Judeo Mongols just where these three dia- 
ries are. 

What happened in Germany will be probably a tea 
party compared to what will happen in the U. S. so go 
on with your Asiatic insults to the white races. 

The suppression of the truth about the four man- 
agers of Benedict Arnold, the Franks, and the at- 
tempted assassination of Mr. Ford ought to be inter- 
esting to your readers, as well as the protocols. Also 
the murder of the Lindberg baby. 

It cost us $450.00 to get the one copy of The Pinck- 
ney diary. How much will you pay for looking it over 
(under our guards) and perhaps you would be very 
willing to buy the copy, ??? that is, after a duplicate has 
been made, and proper registering of it. 1 believe the 
price would be something like $10,000.00, as it is a 
valuable heirloom. You could put an offer in the 
Times, of April 21st. Maybe the heirs would sell it. 
It is made of paper, and would burn easily. Mr. Eins- 
wine, the FAKIR, could be invited at the fire. The 
party could be as “interesting” as some of the other 
ufidercover ones. . 
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STEPHEN WISE CRACKS 
DOWN ON JABOTINSKY 


ig was not easy for Hugh Johnson in the recent 

national circus debate to crack down on Father 
Coughlin. The good “father”, he recalled, had 
offered heartening words in that dreary hour when 
the brickbats flew and deposed the blistering Gen- 
eral from his high place to oblivion beach, where, 
like a dead fish he was doomed to glisten and 
stink. So, too, it was not easy for Stephen Wise 
to call Mr. Jabotinsky on the public carpet and 
give him a bit of plain talking. But, it was done 
and well done. 

In a recent address at Carnegie Hall, Dr. Wise 
explained why he could no longer support Revision- 
ism and Jabotinsky. He first gave the devil his 
due by recalling all that Jabotinsky had done for 
Zionism. Then he referred to his quarrels with 
the Histadrut on the Arlosoroff matter and other 
issues. He did confess, however, that the Labor 
Party’s former lack of vigor on Colonial policy is 
no longer true — that rather: “‘the present Execu- 
tive of the Jewish Agency including the labor rep- 
resentatives of the Zionist Executive, had, with 
respect to the possibilities of Jewish immigration 
into Palestine and the grievous threat of the crea- 
tion of a Legislative Council, presented the Jewish 
case with the vigor, clarity and courage of states- 
manship.” 

That being said, with the grace and eloquence 
that Wise will not withhold even in the thickest 
heat of controversy, the veteran Zionist comes to 
the core of the matter and is compelled to say: 
“.. that Revisionism has become immeas- 
urably imperilling to the hopes and aspira- 
tions, and indeed, to the future of the Jewish 
people . . . that the pianissimo of Jabotinsky in 
America cannot neutralize the fortissimo of Jab- 
otinsky and his fellow leaders in Eastern Europe. 
. . . I ask the question why we Zionists cannot 
support Jabotinsky and accept Revisionism. I 
answer . . . Revisionism runs counter to every 
ideal and idealism of the Jewish people and the 
Jewish tradition. Revisionism does not mean 
peace in Palestine . . . it actually means war in 
Palestine against the Jewish workers, war in Pal- 
estine upon the Jewish pioneers . . . my battle is 
not with Jabotinsky but with Hitlerism and with 
Nazism and the truth is that Revisionism is a spe- 
cies of Fascism in Yiddish or Hebrew. .. .” 

Rabbi Wise backs the charge that Revisionism 
is a form of fascism by showing that the former 
holds to the concept of a totalitarian state, be- 
lieves in revising the wage-scale downwards, and 
in evicting and exploiting the Arabs by force. 
These policies, Rabbi Wise insists, will make Pale- 
stine a share-cropper hell. He resents the Revi- 
sionist appropriation of the name of Herzl and re- 
j Terz] emblazoned the seven 
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stars of the seven-hour day upon the Zionist ban- 
ner. “It is as grievously wrong,” he warns, “‘to 
appropriate and to desecrate the name of Herzl 
by linking it with spoliation as it is an act of dese- 
cration for the leaders of Republican reaction to 
claim the name of Lincoln.” 

What does. Jabotinsky reply to all this? He 
begins by boorishly repeating the remark of an un- 
kind American Jew to the effect that Stephen Wise 
always says what he thinks—but he doesn’t think. 
He, (Jabotinsky) now sees “how this opinion, 
rather wide-spread in America, could have 
arisen.” This is about as magnanimous a rejoin- 
der as that of Coughlin, who said that fair-weather 
friends and enemies of Johnson had heaped upon 


his desk the story of Johnson’s personal life but - 


the good dominic would not deign to use it. After 
beginning with this remark attributed to an ‘‘un- 
kind American Jew’’, Jabotinsky launches into the 
theme-song of his reply: “Oh where, Oh where 
are your documents, your authorities, your sealed 
and signed testimonies, Dr. Wise?’ Between la- 
ments and angry demands for evidence, Jabotin- 
sky vehemently denies the charges of an Arab- 
less Palestine by the rock-shivering logic of: “A 
party which stands for a Jewish majority in Pale- 
stine, obviously foresees the presence of a minor- 
ity.” The main burden of the lion-twister’s re- 
joinder has, however, to do with the labor-capital 
problem. He quotes the League of Nations as 
authority for his statement that real social justice 
means “‘the removal of the existing antagonisms 
between employers and workers by peaceful 
means.” The text stated, Jabotinsky explains that 
the Revisioninst plank on arbitration is milk and 
honey — “It is a matter of free, voluntary coven- 
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ant between Jews and Jews. If both sides agree, 
well and good; if not, there will be no covenant; 
and even if all did agree but a minority, however 
small, would still prefer to go on class-warring, it 
would be free to do so.” 

These are weasel words. They are uttered like 
the soft-soap with which Hitler explained the 
labor-front and the boloney with which Mussolini 
put over his corporate state and the apple-sauce 
with which Richberg attempts to make 7A a 
strike-breaking device. The total effect of this 
subterfuge in any language is to lull labor with 
the shadow of authority until it is so effectively 
weakened that it can be regimented, concentrated 
and pauperized. ‘ 

Luckily the Histadrut leadership is not blind to 
the lesson of Germany, Italy and America. If it 
ever enters into any ‘‘agreement”’ with anti-Socialist 
labor groups, the agreement will say that when ar- 
bitration fails to protect the fundamental economic 
rights of workers labor must strike and strike 
with all its powers. The Labor Party has never de- 
nied that capital (especially the capital of absentee 
investors) is in Palestine on sufferance and provi- 
sionally. The conditions of a pioneer country, 
the heavy price of land bought from Arabs, the 
sudden influx of refugees make it necessary to en- 
courage capital — but that does not mean to give 
capital a first lien mortgage on the life and labor 
of all who may yet be born in Palestine. The 
Labor Party believes in the careful control of capi- 
tal until it can be socialized — that is, until the 
collective and willing renunciation of present 
goods for greater future goods can take the place 
of the individual’s fortuitous possession of surplus 
wealth. 


Legislative War on Aliens 


LIKE a maiden aunt searching under the bed 

for the blackguard who would stain her honor, 
the nation seems to be fired with a new and grow- 
ing fear that somehow under the covers there is 
hidden a force plotting against its purity. The 
vigorous, wholesale drive against ‘subversive ele- 
ments’’, aliens and political dissenters is symp- 
tomatic. The Strachey incident is indicative of 
the spirit of the hour. But it is only one, and 
the most spectacular, sign that a strange psychosis 
of fear has seized the country. 

The strength of this hurricane may be gauged 
by the gale of over twenty anti-alien and anti- 
radical bills that has blown into the halls of Con- 
gress. Hundreds of petitions and memorials have 
stimulated the gentlemen in Washington to new 
heights of soaring patriotism. The seeds sown 
by Mr. Hearst have been borne along on the 


e@ by M. M. Mathews 


breeze. Powerful lobbies have contributed their 
funds and their threats. In seventeen states the 
same storm is gathering, and measures have been 
introduced to strike the names of radical parties 
from the ballots — driving dissent and protest 
against misery underground. After a temporary 
lull in the number of deportations for political 
heterodoxy, the most intense pressure is being 
brought to bear upon the Department of Labor to 
expel from our shores aliens who engage in strikes 
or union activity. A quiet but nonetheless effec- 
tive surveillance over and detection of “‘alien radi- 
cals” is being carried on by the Bureau of Im- 
migration and Naturalization. 

This new phobia is an evil omen for all minori- 
ties of birth or belief in the United States. For, 
the spirit that would cruelly banish the foreign- 
born political dissenter, and would use him as a 














scapegoat for the present discontents, cannot but 
apply the same whip to the American-born whose 
ideas are deemed dangerous to the status quo. 
We cannot breathe hatred against the foreigner 
and hope to have peace and harmony reign within 
the ranks of our citizenry. In fact, practically all 
of the legislative proposals which place restrictions 
and disabilities upon aliens are duplicated in simi- 
larly repressive measures applicable to all of the 
inhabitants of the land. 


For the Jews of America, this new diversion 
of the public mind has just as great a significance. 
If the long and eccentric history of the Jewish 
people can be made the basis for any single gene- 
ralization, it is this: that whenever and wherever 
the forces of reaction and exclusivism begin to 
prevail, the Jew ultimately bears the burden. It 
was so in Germany; and it has always been so 
from Haman to Hitler. This martyrdom is not 
the result of any abnormal representation of Jews 
in the radical movement, nor because great num- 
bers of them are aliens. But, it seems inevitable 
that the fear of the hidden hand, the search for 
a scapegoat, usually starts with the alien, turns to 
the radical, hits upon the bogey of the alien radic- 
al, and eventually comes to rest at the doorstep 
of the Jews. They have been such convenient 
goats, because either they have never been allowed 
to remain in a country long enough to be regarded 
as far removed from alienage, or could easily be 
made so by a wave of the executive wand, backed 
by research into semitic chromosomes. It is sig- 
nificant that in the United States many leaders of 
so-called “patriotic societies’ and such anti-alien 
advocates as John B. Trevor, Walter S. Steele, 
and Harry Jung have also been connected with 
anti-Jewish propaganda. 

Often, a sound instinct for the truth leads us 
to speak of the menace of fascism in the United 
States as in other lands where the decomposition 
of capitalsm is most apparent. Yet, although our 
conclusion be quite correct, we tend to forget two 
things: first, that although the man on the white 
horse, the dictator and the demagogue, is the sym- 
bol of fascism, he is not necessarily its only or 
even most important precursor; and, secondly, 
that although the cause of fascism may lie funda- 
mentally in the economic order, we can judge our 
proximity to it only by studying the changing at- 
titudes of the populace. 

Therefore, it is not the horn-blowing of a shep- 
herd Hearst, who sees behind every pink-nosed 
sheep a red wolf in disguise, which sounds the 
real warning. Nor is it even the pious tendency 
of the N. R. A. and the New Deal to become 
shabby excuses for social reformation. The econ- 
omic order speaks, grunts, groans, and gives birth 
through the organs of the people who live under 
it. The curve of the future will be plotted 
through them, and cannot be contained between 
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the pages of the New York American or between 
the covers of Das Kapital. 

Germany is our best text on the rise of fascism 
in a modern industrialized state, comparable in 
many important respects to the United States. 
There the epiphenomena of fascism were, in gen- 
eral, and whatever may have been their causes, 
the following: a romanticism which glorified feel- 
ing and action, and taught that men must think 
with their blood; a spirit of exclusivism which 
flowered in the Aryan dogma; a persecution com- 
plex which sought to uproot the enemy within the 
gates, and directed itself against the Jews and 
communists; a worship of the Leader, and the 
revival of the idea of authority, the nation being 
regarded as a huge military machine. 

Now, it is these same portents of fascism which 
are making their appearance in the United States. 
And yet there is a danger that we shall be lulled 
into optimism by a refusal to face the facts, or, 
deafened by such rhetorical thunderclaps as the 
Long-Johnson-Coughlin fireworks, fail to hear the 
more subtle and dangerous earth-rumblings be- 
neath us. 

Perhaps the most alarming development in the 
public mind during the past year or so has been 
the growing popular aversion to thought as a 
method of solving the problems of the Republic. 
At first, it took the form of wholesale hilarity and 
ridicule directed at the “Brain Trust” and the 
“Professors” who were advising the President. 
To call a mana “theorist” was to place in question 
his honesty if not his general sanity. But, lately 
there have come other evidences of this tendency. 
Fantastic solutions of the economic crisis have 
been proclaimed and acclaimed as gospels; men 
are fighting and snarling over the most far-fetched 
and self-contradictory schemes—from the Town- 
send plan, to “Every Man a King’’, to silver re- 
monetization. Each becomes a panacea to end 
the depression, and each recruits its followers by 
the use of all the modern propaganda techniques. 
Five minutes of clear and honest thought about 
any of these “schemes” are sufficient to demon- 
strate their shortcomings. But, this is no time for 
thought; men want to join movements and follow 
the leader. 

One of the best examples of this farewell to 
thought is the introduction in Congress of five 
legislative proposals to lay the ghost of unem- 
ployment by dismissing all aliens from public em- 
ployment, striking their names off the relief rolls, 
and permitting states to repeal the Fourteenth 
Amendment and restrict the employment of aliens 
in any industry or trade. That this ‘‘solution”’ is 
no mere accident is seen in the fact that a few 
weeks before Congress convened, Mr. John B. 
Trevor, President of the American Coalition of 
Patriotic Societies, a powerful lobby of over one 
hundred organizations addressed a proclamation 
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to his “fellow Americans” urging that all the 
aliens in the country be immediately deported, 
preferably to those states which have failed to 
pay their war-debt obligations to the United 
States. He looked forward to a wholesale trans- 
migration of souls, 4,000,000 individuals in ‘all, 
which would end unemployment. Also, Congress- 
man Dies of Texas, who has introduced a bill 
which would cut the present immigration quotas 
by 60%, in a speech before the Washington chap- 
ter of the D.A.R. on March 5 regretted the fact 
that of the 7,000,000 aliens in the country, 
6,000,000 have jobs which properly belong to 
American citizens. 


This attempt to exorcise the unemployment by 
legislating human beings out of existence is the 
most telling sign of an economic system at the end 
of its rope. In more primitive times, it was war 
and the forces of nature that cast off these lives 
for which society could not provide. But, in this 
stage of transition from orthodox capitalism to 
the pathological condition of fascism the legisla- 
tors and owners of that system are taking the 
blood-letting into their own hands rather than 
think of a way of feeding mouths out of the super- 
abundancy of nature. Hitler had to go back many 
generations into non-Aryan pedigrees before he 
could make room for sufficient Aryans to buttress 
his power. To blame unemployment on the alien 
is but a different road to the same end; and it re- 
quires much less research. 


Despite the efforts of writers like Madison 
Grant to save the world: for the Nordic, it has 
been rather difficult to divide the ingredients of 
the American melting pot into separate and mutu- 
ally hostile pans. Yet, on March 21 in Washing- 
ton we were treated to a most significant inquisi- 
tion conducted by Senator King into the racial 
and national origin of Mr. Sidney Hillman, now 
a member of the National Industry Recovery 
Board. At the Senate hearings on the future of 
the N.R.A. the following dialogue took place as 
reported in the New York Times. 

Senator King quoted a paragraph from the 
original Constitution of the Amalgamated Cloth- 
ing Workers Union, appealing to the workers to 
acquire ‘‘class consciousness’’. 

“Was if not written in after you came to this 
country from Russia ?”’, Mr. King asked. 

“Of course it was,” replied Mr. Hillman, and 
when he sought to explain further, Mr. King re- 
ferred to his views as “radical”. 

“This is the country of my choice’, Hillman 
said, “and it is no fault of mine that I was born 
in Russia.” 

There are three bills now before the House of 
Representatives which would further solidify the 
national unity by forcing all aliens to become 
American citizens within certain periods of time 
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or be deported. Congressmen Dies, Taylor, and 
Hoeppel have introduced measures providing only 
for a year of grace before such a declaration of 
intention to become a citizen is filled. Of course, 
there are thousands of aliens who, for various 
reasons, cannot possibly become citizens of the 
United States. Nor is it likely that those who 
declare their intent to become American citizens 
because they fear the penalties of such a measure 
would form a valuable addition to our citizenry. 
Yet, this is but another evidence of the fear of 
harboring any unassimilated elements within our 
borders. 


The avalanche of anti-radical measures that has 
descended upon the current session of Congress 
would make it appear that we were on the eve 
of a communist revolution, that the civil liberties 
which we have tried to maintain in the past must 
be suspended, and that alien radical agitators are 
responsible for everything from industrial strife 
and unemployment, to high income taxes. No less 
than six bills introduced thus far would make it 
a federal crime to be a communist, or be affiliated 
with any organization considered to be on the left 
of the Progressive Party. All of these measures 
could be used against leaders of or participants in 
strikes and union activity. Congressmen Dies and 
Taylor have drafted bills which would immedi- 
ately deport any alien who is a member of a 
revolutionary organization or who advocates ‘‘a 
system based upon common ownership of prop- 
erty’. Dies has fathered another measure to es- 
tablish a Bureau of Deportation in the Depart- 
ment of Justice which would “ferret out” alien 
radicals. 

One of the McCormack-Dickstein Committee’s 
major recommendations was to terminate the stay 
of any alien visitor who in the judgment of the 
Secretary of Labor disseminates “propaganda”. 
While designed to cover Nazi propagandists, the 
bill is so loosely framed as to include alien visitors 
lecturing on the war debts or birth control. The 
House Committee on Immigration, however, went 
even further than the Committee to Investigate 
Un-American Activities. It added a second sec- 
tion authorizing the Secretary of Labor to deport 
any and every alien in this country who engages 
in the dissemination of propaganda ‘“‘instigated 
from foreign sources” or “unlawful political ac- 
tivities instigated from foreign sources”. 

Although the House Committee to Investigate 
Un-American Activities devoted much of its time 
to hearing Nazi witnesses and collecting informa- 
tion on their activities, only one of the six recom- 
mendations for legislation made by it is even par- 
tially directed against agents and exponents of 
Hitlerism in this country. Five of the six recom- 
menations seem to be directed again radicals: one, 
suggested that a sedition bill be passed; another, 
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that aliens be deportable if they disseminate 
“propaganda”. This last bill is admittedly in- 
spired by the desire to proceed with more dispatch 
and less public notice to deport individuals like 
Strachey or aliens who are too active in strikes. 
The American Civil Liberties Union calls this 


proposal “unprecedented in American history” 
and points out that it would subject Zionist ad- 
vocates, representatives of international business 
organizations, and believers in a free Ireland to 
the possibility of deportation. 

It is apparent, therefore, that the McCormack 
Committee, which came into being in order to in- 
vestigate Nazi activities, ended by stimulating the 
fascist spirit of hostility toward the alien and the 
radical. And, whether we agree or not, the name 
of Congressman Dickstein has been popularly as- 
sociated with its activities and investigations. It 
was upon his suggestion that the Committee was 
formed, and it cannot be said that he has played 
the part. of a modest violet by remaining in the 
background. 

It is time that the Jewish people faced the issue 
of civil liberties squarely and sincerely. There are 
two methods of attempting to combat the sort 
of anti-semitism prevalent in this country, which 
believes that the Jews are radicals and have double 
allegiances. One is the path pursued by Mr. Dick- 


Middle-Class Into 


I AM undertaking this task with great humility, 

almost with fear and trembling. It is one 
thing to give a clinical picture of a disease, to make 
a diagnosis, or even venture a prognosis, but a 
much more difficult undertaking to prescribe a 
definite treatment. 


In presenting a rather somber picture of the 
economic situation of American Jewry, I con- 
cluded with the question: “Is there anything we 
can do about it?” 

' In printing this question, the editor of the Jew- 
ish Frontier promised: “Dr. Rubinow will offer 
a 1935 answer and a point of view.” I silently 
acquiesced and am now panic-stricken at the pros- 
pect. It is like issuing a post-dated check and, 
when the date approaches, finding: that unfor- 
tunately, there are insufficient funds in the bank 
to make the check good. One may be sorry to 
have issued the check in a moment of excessive 
confidence, but somehow or other the promise has 
to be made good, or at least the reasons for giv- 
ing the check explained. 

This will, therefore, not be a dignified, didactic 
ultimatum which the omniscient physician delivers 
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stein: to prove that the Jews are not radicals or 
alien in spirit by taking the lead in denouncing as 
vociferously as any D.A.R. these “subversive”’ ele- 
ments of the population. The other is to recog- 
nize that the attempt to suspend the principles of 
democracy and civil liberty for minorities of birth 
or belief is the greatest present menace to the 
Jews of America. The Dickstein theory, which 
is held by large numbers of middle-class Jews, 
goes much farther even than the policy of “‘assimi- 
lation” with which we are inclined to chastise our 
unfortunate German brethren. It is a cringing, 
short-sighted effort to play to the grandstands. 
And in the end it convinces no one. 

Perhaps the time has not yet come when, as 
some have urged, the Jewish people will realize 
that their salvation lies in a social order for which 
the revolutionary class is working. It is fantastic 
to hope for any such acknowledgement on the part 
of a people so largely middle-class in outlook. 
And yet, this new challenge to civil liberties has 
brought one issue immediately before us. Are we 
going to purchase immunity by becoming persecu- 
tors ourselves? Are we determined to stand with 
all minorities against those who represent reaction 
and intolerance? No Jew who has caught the 
spirit of his own tradition or who has read his 
history with an observant mind will hesitate in his 
answer. 


Proletariat 


@ by I. M. Rubinow 


to the frightened and impressed patient. Rather 
will it be an effort to confer in view of a difficult 
situation. For remember, my question read: “Is 
there anything we can do about it?” 

What is the problem? There are some ten 
million men and women unemployed today. Per- 
haps half of them or more are already receiving 
public relief or the dole, a serious problem indeed, 
but obviously not a specifically Jewish one. 


Are there, on the whole, more Jewish men and 
women in that army in proportion to our popu- 
lation than we should expect? The plain truth 
is that we do not know. But I have already made 
this point repeatedly. We need and we do not 
have special economic statistics of American Jew- 
ry. The fact that we are, primarily, almost pre- 
dominatingly, an urban population might give us 
a higher unemployment rate than that of the 
American people as a whole. But, on the other 
hand, the fact that (certainly outside of New 
York City and perhaps even in the metropolis) 
we are largely a commercial and professional 
group and have a larger proportion of self-em- 
ployed may result in a smaller ratio of unem- 
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ployed, though not necessarily a smaller ratio of 
miserable, despondent and desperate. 

But what about those of us who are employed 
or, in a broader sense, occupied even today? Is 
our economic and industrial and occupational ad- 
justment satisfactory, or at least as satisfactory 
as that of the community at large? 

Again a difficult question. Do we know exactly 
what our occupational distribution is? Exactly— 
not! But we have reasons to believe that it is 
different from the. occupational distribution of the 
general population, as is true of Jews generally 
throughout the world. These differences in occu- 
pational distribution, as demonstrated by most 
available statistical sources in Europe, may be 
obviously due to legal restrictions, as they were, 
for instance, in old Czarist Russia, or to personal 
choice as, for instance, in Germany under the 
Kaiser or the Republic. Whenever these differences 
by choice are thrown up to us as an indictment, 
we have no difficulty at all in explaining it away: 
look at our history, the restrictions of the past 
which left an indelible mark, the shaping of our 
psychology by our history. A perfectly good 
scientific alibi, but it does not change one bit the 
fact that in the majority of cases our distinct oc- 
cupational distribution is for us a matter of con- 
scious choice. This conscious choice is all too 
often influenced by other considerations than mere 
preference. There is nothing unusual or specific- 
ally Jewish in that. An ideal occupational assign- 
ment or distribution requires coordination of one’s 
preferences and abilities with the general social 
demands as well as special opportunities. The 
preachment of the necessity of occupational gui- 
dance has had no relationship in its origin with 
any facts of restriction of Jewish rights. 

There are millions of unemployed today and 
many thousands of Jews among them. There are 
probably other millions who are, or consider them- 
selves to be occupationally maladjusted, and there 
are thousands of Jews among them. Yet, all of 
that does not constitute a specifically Jewish prob- 
lem concerning which we, as a Jewish community, 
are expected to do anything, though we may con- 
cern ourselves with this problem as members of 
the larger community. 

Thus the importance of having exact informa- 
tion becomes more obvious. Ought we not to 
know whether we have a real grievance or merely 
an imaginary one? 

The first answer I would be tempted to give to 
the question: ‘Is there anything we can do about 
it?’ would be a very emphatic one: First you can 
find out the true and exact facts. You Jewish 
students who study so many economic facts utterly 
irrelevant to Jewish life, ought to concentrate at 
least for a time on this vital problem of the Jewish 
community. And you financial and business leaders 
who are so proud of your philanthropic contribu- 
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tions, haven’t you experience enough to realize 
that the importance of some research into our 
economic life is more important than even your 
temple annexes or your “Y” auditoria? And you 
directors of Jewish federations and welfare funds 
—-since your very position points your recognition 
of the existence of a Jewish community, wouldn’t 
you do well to see that an appropriation for this 
purpose is included in your “‘scientifically con- 
structed budgets”’ ? 

Of course, in a general way, we have some con- 
ception of the facts, though not necessarily accu- 
rate and exact. We do know that in many 
occupations, in some more than others, a Jew 
suffers an additional, sometimes unsurmountable, 
obstacle for entry. Thatsis a Jewish problem. 
What shall we do about it? ‘Doing something,” 
the practical man will say and has said, “ is the 
real task, not the gathering of statistics for statis- 
tics’ sake—your particular passion.” 

If, in addition to being practical, this critic— 
or the organization which pretends to speak for 
him—is militant, calls for help are sent, to whom? 
The legislator, the politician, the judge, the dis- 
trict attorney, the policeman. Now this is always 
a perfectly legitimate procedure, provided your 
legal rights have been encroached upon and the law 
is on your side. Perhaps a proper law can even 
be passed. But is it necessarily efficacious? 

You can make discrimination in employment on 
grounds of race, nationality or religion a misde- 
meanor, or even a felony. You may prevent the 
inclusion of any question as to race, etc. in the 
application blank. But, after all, you cannot pre- 
vent a Jew from being recognized as a Jew by 
his hair, nose, cheekbones, accent, name or birth- 
place, and you cannot prevent the employer from 
preferring blond waitresses or secretaries to bru- 
nettes. Nor can you easily restrict by law the 
right to discharge for inefficiency, or for a thou- 
sand other reasons. 

You can regulate this business of hiring and 
firing but through entirely different methods, 
through collective bargaining, through agreements 
and organization. That is quite a different mat- 
ter. It is not the policeman and the judge who 
can help you in this situation. The effort to 
force a Jewish employee upon an unwilling em- 
ployer is not going to weaken the discrimination 
motive very much. 

Another militant approach is retaliation. Shall 
we use the ugly word “boycott”? There has been 
no organized effort to boycott employers and their 
products because of discrimination against Jews. 
but more or less spontaneous boycotts have occur- 
red, in fact have occurred more frequently as a 
result of unfair charges than because of accurate 
information. Jewish purchasing power obviously 
has a definite value to the manufacturer and seller, 
and social pressure may exercise a definite influ- 
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ence. But it is a dangerous method unless sup- 
ported by very careful statistical information con- 
cerning which our militant friends are so impa- 
tient. Already evidence exists that the “bogey 
man’”’ of anti-Jewish discrimination has been used 
as a method of unfair competition, applied by in- 
nuendo and whispering campaigns. Already large 
Jewish national organizations are being appealed 
to by large producers of popular consumers’ goods 
to issue certificates of innocence—a delicate proce- 
dure unless one is absolutely sure of facts. Ob- 
viously the method is limited at best, or at worst, 
in its application to direct consumers’ goods. It 
certainly does not apply to those large industrial 
operations and commercial transactions in which 
personal tastes and attitudes count for little and 
careful business considerations for much. What 
is more important, such militant methods of ap- 
proach are bound to stimulate those very psycho- 
logical attitudes which are responsible for most 
anti-Jewish discrimination. 

There is the approach of the cautious and dip- 
lomatic Jewish organization, the method of argu- 
ment and eloquent persuasion. Upon investiga- 
tion and substantiation of the individual charge 
the employer is seen and argued with. The pur- 
pose is to prove, as far as proof is possible, that 
discrimination is unjust.. The usual arguments 
for discrimination against a Jew (and they are 
so many and standardized, it is hardly necessary 
to repeat them here) are met with equally stan- 
dardized, stereotyped arguments in defense of 
the Jews: that they are not all loud, or dirty, or 
dishonest, or too ambitious, etc. etc. Sometimes 
the arguments appear to work, whether as argu- 
ments or because of the hidden and implied boy- 
cott one can never tell. Perhaps one or two Jews 
are somewhat conspicuously hired. Discrimina- 
tion is fervently denied, the complainants retire 
triumphant, and the general situation remains very 
much as it was before. Mass problems cannot be 
cured by homeopathic doses. 

Is the situation hopeless then? Cannot the anti- 
Jewish attitude in the economic world, be over- 
come by any method? I believe it can. After all, 
no attitudes are ironclad, permanent and incur- 
able. They are created, and what can be created 
can also be destroyed. Economic discrimination, 
and particularly employment discrimination, is not 
universal. By general admission it has grown 
worse. Whence the assumption that it cannot 
become better ? 

When, four years ago, I urged upon the asso- 
ciated leading Jewish national organizations the 
necessity of a wide and thorough investigation, it 
was not merely for the sake of satisfying my 
hunger for statistics. I had a plan. It may have 
been a silly plan but it was a plan nevertheless. 
I had hoped that an investigation would show the 
extent of discrimination, the industrial and geo- 
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graphic areas most affected. It was to show where 
in the complicated mechanism of industrial or- 
ganization the seat of the trouble lay, whether 
with ownership, management, labor force, the 
consumers or clients. It would have shown, per- 
haps, what particular element of the composite 
American people was most affected. Who were 
the active propagandists and who merely the blind 
imitators? It would have disclosed the reasons, 
real or imaginary, their justifications and rational- 
izations. It might have brought out what particu- 
lar factors in our economic and social behavior, 
in addition to the crucifixion myth, the blood ac- 
cusation and the Protocols of the Elders of Zion, 
were contributing to the situation. 

It was my purpose to have the whole picture 
shown to the entire American people, not as an 
opinion of one unknown researcher, but as the 
verified conclusion sponsored by the best, most 
responsible elements of American Jewry, perhaps 
also indorsed by some influential non-Jewish or- 
ganizations. It was my hope that we might ad- 
dress ourselves to the 120 million Americans thus: 
“Look, here we are, 414 million of us. Here 
is our record as to physical, moral and mental 
health. We have come to stay, to work and build. 
We have our civil, political, religious rights and 
we value them, but we also must make a living, 
not in one restricted field but in all fields in accor- 
dance with our abilities, preferences and, of 
course, available opportunities. Surely having 
admitted us you do not want to drive us out, or 
starve us or drive us into an occupational ghetto. 
We are not all clamoring for places at the top but 
we must be let into the shops, factories, stores, yes 
even into mines and fields and forests. Don’t you 
see what a dangerous situation you will create not 
only for us but for yourself as well by 
forcing us into shady trades against our desire?” 

Would this have helped? Perhaps it might 
have helped when economic conditions were still 
fairly normal, before there had arisen this terrific 
rivalry for employment, this mad competition 
which often destroys all sense of values. Per- 
haps it may not work today, perhaps not for many 
years, until employment conditions have again 
become normal. 

The psychological moment has passed. It is 
no secret that the extent of the anti-semitic senti- 
ment has increased alarmingly during the last 
three or four years, and that the sentiment has 
rapidly acquired an economic coloring. We do 
not dispose of the problem by calling the mass 
anti-Semitic. Those who restrict our occupational 
opportunities (even including some Jewish em- 
ployers) do not feel that they are condemning the 
Jew to a life of starvation. They justify them- 
selves by pointing at exceptional Jewish pros- 
perity or at the exaggerated accounts of that 
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The banker resents the Jewish banker as a 
competitor and has apparently all but managed to 
drive him out (Father Coughlin notwithstanding). 
The merchant resents the competing Jewish mer- 
chant though he has not yet succeeded in driving 
him out. Under conditions of scarcity of oppor- 
tunity, which Professor Selig Perlman has been 
pointing out so eloquently, the physician, the law- 
yer, the engineer, yes, sometimes even the political 
ward-heeler has justified to himself his discriminat- 
ing attitude. 

How does the American workman feel, the 
railroad man, the miner, the brick-layer or the 
farmer? We do not know. We might have 
known had we studied the matter. And it is tre- 
mendously important that we should. After all, 
it is the worker, the clerk, the farmer who con- 
stitute the majority of the American people. 
They, too, suffer from excessive competition for 
opportunities but it is seldom the competition of 
one man against another. It is competition en 
masse. They are more likely to blame the middle- 
men or the banker or the politician. 

Why, in our complaints about discrimination, 
about exclusion, about lost opportunities, do we 
seldom mention the factory or farm? Read the 
discussions. It is always medicine, law, engineer- 
ing, teaching, banking, sometimes salesmanship, 
all the genteel and profitable (?) occupations. 

And right there is nourishment for the non- 
Jew’s attitude toward the Jew. Our occupational 
distribution is not normal. It differs from that 
of the population surrounding us. I hear the im- 
patient rejoinder. I hear it not only from the 
triumphant Jewish Babbitt, the commercial travel- 
ler, the insurance agent, the successful manufac- 
turer or merchant, but also from the Jewish in- 
tellectual, social worker, professional man, and 
radical: “I care nothing for your statistics of 
occupational distribution. This is not Russia or 
Germany. I am an American. I am entitled to 
make my own choice of occupation, to go as far 
as my abilities will carry me. To deny me this 
right merely because I am a Jew is un-American.” 


But we are a group, and apparently by a pretty 
strong majority within ourselves, want to remain 
a group. We cannot escape the results of our 
group responsibility. It is true that we came, most 
of us, to this country during the last fifty years, 
without money and without any special privileges. 
It is true that whatever we have achieved, we 
have achieved largely through our own efforts. 
It is true that many of us came here and became 
wage workers, or our fathers and mothers did. 
But it is also true that we have been rising into 
commerce, manufacturing, sometimes banking and 
into professions and literature and arts and 
sciences. And we are proud of it, proud of our 
rich men, of our professional men, proud of our 
temples and “Y’s” and centers, of our town clubs 
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and country clubs and of our substantial citizenship. 
Not only are we proud of all this but our friends 
flatter us: “The Jews constitute a very substantial 
part of our citizenry.” All of this is old stuff, 
you will say. We know it. You were supposed 
to tell us what to do. 

Let’s formulate our conviction. In a land 
of unequal and yet limited opportunities, the suc- 
cessful competitor gains some admiration, more 
envy and perhaps a good deal of hatred. If a 
certain group shows too heavy a percentage of 
successful competitors or even an extraordinary 
ability in competing, and above all a persistent, 
tenacious drive for the goal, that group will have 
to pay the price. And if the chance of success is 
worth the price, well and goed, but then for God’s 
sake stop whining about the price. The practical 
application of this philosophy I have already 
hinted at repeatedly. There will be no abatement 
of economic anti-semitism until there will be some 
material change in our occupational distribution. 
And while that is not a simple matter, at least 
there must be early evidence of a successful effort 
in that direction. 

“Would you want your son to be a factory work- 
er, your daughter a sewing machine operator?” 

No, I wouldn’t, but that is no answer at all. 
I wouldn’t like it but after all I am not the whole 
Jewish people. Perhaps there has been establish- 
ed in my family a strong traditional prejudice 
against actual manual labor. It is only one of the 
prices one has to pay for a Ph. D. But fortunately 
all the Jews are not yet in the Ph. D. class or the 
Jewish problem would be insoluble. 

Then, I have no guarantee that my wishes 
in the matter must and will prevail. Under 
the influence of certain economic and _ political 
forces exactly this has happened, the return of 
middle classes to a proletarian existence: in Russia, 
in Palestine (mostly voluntarily), in Germany, 
and none too rarely in the United States as well. 
So my and my children’s unwillingness is not much 
of an argument. And furthermore, the greatest 
danger of the situation is not even the present 
existing ratio of commercial and professional pur- 
suits but the constant shifting in that direction. 
Even if a statistician may have acquired some 
traditional distortion of essential life values, why 
must every Jewish workman’s family follow the 
same bad example? There must be an occupa- 
tional redistribution of American Jewry if there 
is to be an abatement of economic discrimination 
and subsidence of the anti-semitic wave in general. 
That is our thesis. The obverse need not be 
taken for granted — that all evidences of anti- 
Semitic feeling will disappear even when this is 
accomplished. 

The temple, the center, the fraternal order, 
the cultural society, and the union, above all the 
labor union, must and can influence individual 











choice if these organizations singly and collectively 
recognize the necessity. Certainly they can stop 
assisting movements in the opposite direction. 
They can endeavor to change our appreciation of 
social values. There is a handicap which we must 
overcome. Let us begin by recognizing it, for, 
lest we forget, many, perhaps most of us, hail 
from communities in which “shuster’, or “shni- 
der” were words of condemnation and “‘bolegole”’ 
the worst of all, almost a mystic curse. 

Now this process of return to work, return to 
land, may be to some a painful process unless 
their medicine is coated over by idealistic con- 
siderations. Russia has provided such an ideology 
in the sense of building a cooperative common- 
wealth; Palestine in the sense of building a na- 
tional homeland as well as the beginnings of a 
cooperative commonwealth (incidentally need we 
stop to consider what kind of a homeland we 
would be building in Palestine if all of us there 
were to become bankers, insurance agents, doctors 
and journalists?). 

In America we can work towards a world of 
fair economic and social relations. We can iden- 
tify ourselves with those progressive forces in 
which there is less competition, less intolerance, 
less racial discrimination, as against reaction, in 
which all these forces exist and grow. Do we need 
much evidence in support of the thesis that recog- 
nition of human rights of the Jew will come from 
labor, on land, in shop and mine, before it comes 
from the executive or professional desk? 

There are some 125 million people in this coun- 
try, and the census tells us some 50 millions are 
“gainfully employed” or want to be. Of these 
50 million, 11 million are in agriculture, some 31 
million in labor, manual or clerical, only about 
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3/2 million in business, large or small, and another 
114 million in professions. If we all crowd 
into the latter two groups, we shall get all the 
fire of this competition, and the rivalry of these 
5 million, and. the envy of the remaining 45 mil- 
lion. There can be no question that the future 
of the Jewish group in this country will depend 
upon the extent to which we can become identified 
with the 90% of the American people. To be 
sure, we are entitled to have our professional or 
intellectual, our white collar, our soft hand con- 
tingent. There is obviously not room enough 
for the 2 million employed Jews in the upper 
5 million. 

Perhaps the venom of personal success, a reac- 
tion against our tragic history, fanned by the 
American doctrine of individualism, has gotten too 
deeply into our bones. That’s what our enemies 
say, is it not? Are they right? I do not believe 
it. But if they are right the future of the Jew 
in America would be dark indeed. No appeal to 
the individual right of climbing will be very ef- 
fective when the stairway is narrow and getting 
quickly crowded,and the room on top getting more 
and more restricted. Then indeed we must think 
of our future as a life within a stockade, in a con- 
stant defensive against the attacks upon our posi- 
tions, hoping against hope that the golden day 
may come when there will be so much room on 
top that there will be room for everybody. And 
those of us who will get weary of the constant 
conflict which is too costly, no matter what the 
prize, may again undertake the long journey 
for new lands where our occupational and econ- 
omic readjustments will be made more palatable 
because accompanied by a cultural and spiritual 
regeneration. 


Two. Stories 


® by Nathan and Charles Reznikoff 


DAY OF ATONEMENT 


UDAH HERSH was staying with his daughter 
Tamar for the holy days. The evening before 
the Day of Atonement he asked if his grandson 
fasted. Tamar answered that since Jonathan was 
not even twelve he fasted only half the day, but 
Judah Hersh said, “O no! I began to fast all 
day when I was ten.”’ It was decided that Jona- 
than should try to fast all day. He was enthusias- 
tic: if he could fast all day he would be a man and 
no longer a child. 

Until three o’clock in the afternoon he got along 
fairly well. He was hungry and very thirsty, 
but he could bear it; afterwards, he began to feel 
dizzy. He could not shout his prayers and was 


glad to whisper them, and his pride that he was a 
man because of his fasting was gone. At about 
half past five he fainted. 

When he was brought to, he found himself 
in the yard; men, women, and boys had left their 
prayers and were standing about him. They 
sprinkled cold water on him and rubbed his hands 
and head. He saw his mother and his grand- 
father there, too, and heard Jacob the Smith say, 
“Let him have a drink of water.” 

Judah Hersh shouted, ‘God forbid!” 

But someone brought a bucket of cold water 
and put it to Jonathan’s mouth, and he drank. 
When his grandfather saw that, he said bitterly, 
“Half an hour more and you would have fasted 
all day; because of half an hour you have spoiled 
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the day!” Jonathan too was sorry that because 
of a little water he was still a boy and not a man. 

Next year Jonathan asked his father what he 
should do to be able to fast the Day of Atonement. 
Gershon said, ‘For a few days before eat less, 
and when you pray on the Day of Atonement don’t 
shout, and you will be able to fast.” This time 
Jonathan fasted all day, but by twilight his hands 
and legs trembled and he was very hungry and 
thirsty. 

When the congregation was through with all 
the prayers and the last blast on the ram’s horn 
was blown, everybody else hurried home to break 
the fast, but Gershon, Jonathan’s father, was in 
no hurry. He said the evening prayers, and then, 
as he walked from the synagogue, he kept look- 
ing at the moon and said the prayer in its praise. 
They went along slowly, Gershon holding his 
son by the hand, and Gershon said, “‘What a won- 
derful day! That such a holy day should pass 
so quickly!” 

This was too much for Jonathan and he said 
angrily, ‘What a day! I am hungry as a dog!” 

Gershon slapped him twice and said, ‘‘Because 
of a word you have spoiled the day!” 


THE CIRCUMCISION 

TAMAR gave birth to another son. The Wed- 

nesday before the Friday on which he was 
to be circumcised, it began to pour. The mud of 
the roads became so deep, Gershon, her husband, 
did not wait until Friday to send for the man 
who circumcised the Jewish children of the neigh- 
borhood, but hired a rig Thursday and paid five 
roubles for what in ordinary weather would cost 
no more than a rouble. The driver left about 
noon and came back at midnight with the news 
that the man was dead. On Tuesday he had be- 
come sick with a pain in his right side and nothing 
they could do for him had helped; Wednesday he 
died as they were taking him to the city. 

Early Friday morning Gershon went to see his 
friend, Isser Malich, the head of the congregation. 
They called a few more Jews into consultation 
and at last decided that circumcision must not be 
put off. Now a man who circumcises is not born 
skilled to circumcise — each must have his first 
child to circumcise; why then should not Rabbi 
Isaac who slaughtered their cattle and fowl be- 
come also one who circumcises ?—maybe all that 


had happened had happened because it was des- . 


tined Isaac should be the man to circumcise their 
children. And they came to Tamar to tell her 
of their decision. 

She began to weep and said, “How can I let 
the child’s life be put in danger, and why should 
this child be worse off than all my others? I 
didn’t find it somewhere.” 

Gershon said, “Our father Abraham was ready 
to make a greater sacrifice. God will watch over 
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our child that nothing should harm him as He 
watched over Isaac.” The others too said what 
was proper until they talked Tamar over. 

But nobody wanted to hold the child for Rabbi 
Isaac. Gershon had to do that himself; he was 
pale and kept his eyes closed. The child did not 
cry much, and Tamar fainted in bed because she 
thought the child had died. They brought her 
to, the midwife gave her the new Jew to suckle, 
and the other Jews began to drink and feast. 

A few days later when the wound was healed, 
the midwife gone, and Tamar was bathing the 
child herself, she called to her husband, “I think 
the circumcision was not as it should be—our child 
is neither Jew nor gentile.” 

Gershon looked and said, “Well, we ll have to 
ask someone who knows about it.” He closed 
the book of the Talmud he was reading and went 
to his friend, Isser Malich. Isser Malich came, 
looked, and shrugged his shoulders. Other men 
and women too came to see and question; at last 
it was decided to bring Rabbi Moses of Dmitrofka 
—he had been circumcising children for fifty years 
and would know. 

The weather was bad and the old man was not 
able to come. Tamar was worried: if they had to 
circumcise the child again he might not be able 
to stand it. After Passover they brought Rabbi 
Moses from Dmitrofka. He was a man of eighty 
with a long broad beard; he had become near- 
sighted and his hands and knees trembled with 
age. All the Jews of the village came to hear his 
decision. 

The old man took off his long coat and put on 
his eye-glasses; then he beckoned with his hand. 
Tamar placed the child before him on the table 
and went away to lean against the wall. Gershon 
looked as if he were saying his prayers. 

Rabbi Moses took the little legs of the baby 
apart and put his head and beard between them. 
The baby promptly kicked him several times in 
the mouth so that he had to ask someone to hold 
the feet of the little renegade. Rabbi Moses put 
his face between the baby’s legs again, looked and 
measured with his thumb nail, and at last took his 
head away slowly, straightened himself, and 
screamed hoarsely, ‘‘May God help him grow; it 
will be all right!” 


Joseph Trumpeldor 
@ by Tobias Freund 
PIFTEEN years ago Tel Hai, a small workers’ 


commune in upper Galilee, was abandoned 
after a heroic resistance offered by a group of 
Halutzim with Joseph Trumpeldor at the head. 
The Bedouins of that region seized the oppor- 
tunity afforded by protracted negotiations between 
England and France regarding the boundaries of 
Palestine, to become, for a short period, the “ru- 
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lers” of the disputed territory. The result was 
ceaseless attacks, terror and murder. The isolated 
Tel Hai commune was then considered the most ex- 
posed spot of that dangerous zone; Zionist lead- 
ers of the “cautious” type judiciously advised the 
daring group of boys and girls to withdraw from 
their threatened position. Curiously enough, even 
Jabotinsky, the self-styled Garibaldi of the Zionist 
movement, demanded the evacuation of Tel Hai. 
Trumpeldor and his group refused to heed the 
warnings. They decided to remain at Tel Hai 
at any cost, not to display personal heroism but 
to symbolize the resolute collective will of the 
Jewish people to live and work in Palestine no 
matter how great the price . After Trumpeldor 
and a number of his comrades were treacherously 
murdered, Tel Hai was abandoned for a number 
of years, but at the time of the actual battle it 
was not deserted. The Bedouin raiders, provoked 
and misled by political adventurers, learned from 
their very “victory” that although it is possible 
to extinguish a number of Jewish individual lives 
they could not break the Jewish collective will to 
live. Through the death of Trumpeldor and his 
friends young Jewish Palestine registered an im- 
portant victory—the conquest of fear. 


Since the bloody days of Tel Hai, Trumpeldor 
lives in our memory as a legendary figure of hero- 
ism; the impressive pilgrimage of many thousands 
of young Palestinians to the graveyard of Tel 
Hai and Kefar Gileadi several weeks ago was a 
natural expression of honor to the great Jewish 
frontiersman. It is to be regretted, however, that 
the Trumpeldor celebrations were, in a sense, 
“desecrated” by the would-be-soldiery of our Re- 
visionist youth, who eulogized him as the “genu- 
ine type” of the Jewish militarist, the prototype of 
a new Joshua. 

The hero of Tel Hai was a militant, but not a 
military man. To be sure, he inherited from his 
father (forced in Czarist Russia into the career 
of a professional soldier) some “‘soldierly virtues”’ 
—a sense of duty and discipline and the ability to 
endure privation. The military air of his Cau- 
casian home town most likely also impressed him, 
but he never identified himself with that reaction- 
ary brand of nationalism which degenerates soon- 
er or later into aggressive militarism. A personal 
friend characterized him as one of those who 
“fling their garments in‘their parents’ faces and 
rush to the tending of lepers”. Ideologically he 
was immunized against militarism by his deep so- 
cialist convictions: from his earliest youth he 
knew that Zionism divorced from social ethics had 
no value. Though never strong as a theoretician, 
he succeeded in creating for himself a synthesis of 
nationalism and the universal idea of social regen- 
eration. When he was still very young, he ac- 
cepted Marxism (at that time the almost official 
creed of the Westernized Russia intelligentsia). 
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But he knew “from within” that if economic con- 
ditions are the rail determining the route 
over which the engine rushes, the spirit is the 
electricity which propels it. Hle was himself abun- 
dantly charged with that kind of “electricity”. 
That is why he believed so intensely in the value 
of the determined idealistic individual for the 
establishment of a new society. . As a Socialist, he 
was a Utopian in the noblest sense of the term. 
He did not like the atmosphere of the modern 
class struggle, “this battle where both sides are 
covered with filth’, and he knew with Matthew 
Arnold, that the existing order, “materializes the 
upper class, vulgarizes the middle class and brutal- - 
izes the lower classes.” -He complained in one of 
his early letters that “it’s difficult for a human 
being to fight and grapple with existence as long 
as he is surrounded by a stinking swamp on all 
sides, as long as the cells of his body absorb the 
poison that permeates the very atmosphere.” In- 
tellectually a Marxian and mentally a Utopian of 
the Tolstoyan type, he dreamed for years of “a 
patch of firm, dry land in the swamp, an oasis in 
the desert”. The concrete expression of his Zion- 
ist-Socialist synthesis he saw in the commune col- 
ony, in the “kvutsa”. With this vision of revolu- 
tion through the construction of model settlements 
—of the commune as a defiant, inspiring socialist 
cell within the frame of present society, he came 
to Dagania and later to Tel Hai. A hero of the 
Russo-Japanese war, a co-founder with Jabotinsky 
of the Jewish Legion in the World War, Trum- 
peldor was actually a disciple of A. D. Gordon, 
the great Palestinian apostle of pacifiism and 
‘communism as a way of life.” He was not the 
Jewish warrior painted by the Revisionist leaders, 
who usurped his name as well as the whole heroic 
epos of Tel Hai for their poisonous propaganda. 
Aggressive nationalism was foreign to his spirit 
and to the spirit of the Tel Hai group. The act 
of resisting evil with evil-for the immediate pur- 
pose of self-defence was to him not an ideal but a 
tragic necessity. 


Fifteen years have passed since the events in 
Upper Galilee. During that period more Jewish 
and Arab blood has been shed in Palestine. 
Tens of Jews have died for their home- 
land but new tens of thousands have come from 
all corners of the earth. The time has come to 
rebuild Tel Hai. It is being done. Jewish young 
men and women from Germany have made Tel 
Hai their permanent home. They come animated 
with Trumpeldor’s spirit, with the intention of 
living according to his testament: to create nobler 
social forms, to establish normal relations of 
friendship and cooperation with their non-Jewish 
neighbors, to set an example of peacefulness, and 
to be prepared—when there is no other alterna- 
tive—to fight and die for their natural right to 
live, to work, and to strike roots in Jewish soil. 
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Strategy of British Imperialism 


The Case of Palestine 


Tel Aviv, Palestine 


WiItHouT India there can be no British 

‘ Empire; the protection of India is the 
protection of the Empire. These have been the 
axioms of British diplomacy for the past 150 
years. 

The strategic principle of this imperial security 
demands safe overland roads, waterways and air 
routes from England into India. On the whole 
these roads should go only through British ter- 
ritories or through territories either overtly or 
covertly under British influence. Therefore 
any nation with imperial aspirations which 
might or could inherit the place of Great Britain 
in India in the future, or might object by dint of 
her proximity to the position of Britain in In- 
dia, any nation which might awaken hopes of 
unification and liberation among the provinces of 
India, or hinder British policies there, may 
have no common boundaries with India. It is the 
policy of England to keep all such nations away 
from the belt surrounding “the most precious gem 
in the crown of the British Empire’. 

These strategical, political principles alone ex- 
plain the policy of Great Britain in Egypt, the 
occupation of Palestine, the domination of the 
Suez Canal. These principles explain the policy 
of England toward Turkey. in the course of the 
nineteenth century when modern Britain became 
a loyal and constant guardian over a weak and 
semi-barbaric nation. She firmly guarded the in- 
tegrity of the weak Ottoman Empire lest its divi- 
sion cause the creation of stronger bodies on the 
borders of India. Out of this also rises the tra- 
ditional antagonism between the diplomacy of 
England and the diplomacy of Tzarist Russia, 
an antagonism which has not yet disappeared 
from the world even though the rule of Russia 
has passed from the hands of the Tzar into those 
of Lenin-Stalin. Who is the heir of Turkey and 
the potential ruler of Asia if not the Russian 
giant, with the power of ‘its army and its “‘revolu- 
tionary zeal’? 

During the war England’s imperial military 
strength was concentrated at two points: Iraq and 
Haifa. These two points appear in every diplo- 
matic transaction, whether open or secret, that 
took place between England, her allies and other 
parties whose interests prompted them to make 
such alliances. Beginning with the correspondence 
between MacMahon and Hussein, on to the Sykes- 
Picot treaty (which was drafted in its preliminary 
form in April 1915 and was signed in the Spring 
of 1916), then on to the Balfour Declaration— 
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As the Hanukah benediction says—''These candles are sacred and 
we are not allowed to use them, only to look at them." 


always and everywhere, under all conditions, Eng- 
land was promised Haifa and Baghdad. 

The seventh paragraph of the Sykes-Picot 
treaty says: Great Britain has the undivided right 
to erect and to administer the building of the 
railways between Haifa and area B’’—referring, 
according to the map attached to the treaty, to 
the southern part of the Arabic dominion between 
Haifa and Baghdad which is under British influ- 
ence. Sykes-Picot reached the decision that do- 
minion over Palestine should be international, 
but that England should always have the right 
to transport troops and artillery through the 
country.? 

The privilege of building the railway from 
Haifa to Baghdad and the right of military trans- 
port through an international Palestine were, how- 
ever, not satisfactory to England. International 
rule in Palestine was liable to block the sea-route 
to India and to “break” the overland route from 
Egypt. We can understand, therefore, how 
the additional evolution of the ‘Haifa idea” 
and the Declaration of Balfour came princi- 
pally out of this dissatisfaction with the terms 
of the Sykes-Picot agreement. It is similarly 
understood by an English historian, H. M. V. 
Temperley: “It must be doubted whether purely 
altruistic reasons could have persuaded the Allies 





1 The Sykes-Picot treaty was first published by the Russian Com- 
munists immediately after they came to power. 
Litizdata Nkid Moscwa, 1924. 
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to incorporate the return of the Jewish people to 
Palestine into their war-aims. The truth is, how- 
ever, that the policy of the Balfour Declaration 
was a means of warfare for Great Britain and 
her Allies only after a true evaluation had been 
made of the benefits which would accrue to the 
Allied powers. Great Britain had other, more 
special reasons in the obvious advantages to be 
gained for the defense of the Suez Canal from a 
territory, the basis of whose inhabitants would 
be tied in all their interests to England, and which 
would also bring the support of world Jewry to 
Great Britain”.2 Even more frank was Amery, 
at that time colonial secretary, when he said in 
the English Parliament: “All our strategy is di- 
rected toward the fact that the fleet must have 
a free route from here (England) to the Medi- 
terranean, to the Suez Canal and to the eastern 
waters. In order to safeguard this great water 
route we have many stations, among them Gibral- 
tar, Malta and a stronghold in Singapore. How- 
ever, the most vital road is the narrow passage 
of the Suez Canal between the two large world 
seas, and this road can be protected only if Great 
Britain is sufficiently well fortified on both shores 
of the Canal, and if there is a friendly relation- 
ship between the neighboring countries and our- 
selves. From this point of view the position that 
we have created for ourselves in Egypt, Palestine 
and the rest of the Near East, is a factor of 
decisive importance to the security of Great 
Britain based on her fleet.’ 

However, the road leading from correspon- 
dence between Hussein and MacMahon and from 
the Sykes-Picot treaty to the rule of England in 
Haifa and Baghdad was not a simple and easy 
one. 


No clear agreement was reached, either dur- 
ing the war or after it (a detail from Feisel’s 
letter to Professor Frankfurter) between the 
various Arabic elements with whom England 
transacted; the many peculiar exigencies in the 
relations between Great Britain, Ibn Saud and 
the Hussein family are known. When things 
came to a head in Versailles, Germany was at 
the opposite side of the diplomatic table as the 
defeated. Russia which had many interests in 
the Turkish Empire (the Dardanelles—under the 
disguise of holy places — and Constantinople — 
Tzargrad) and would surely also have made cer- 
tain demands regarding the division of the Turk- 
ish heritage, was not present at all. There were, 
at the diplomatic table, besides the Italians whose 
attitude in this matter was passive, representatives 
2 War conditions prevented public transactions in this direction, 

but the Turkish government informed Hussein of this purpose 

in November 1917, hoping for a separation between Hussein 
and England. However, Hussein trusted in the loyalty of his 


new allies to such a degree that he discredited this publication 
and believed it a forgery. 


8 Temperly, o.c. p. 171. 
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of France and the United States, who had to 
take a stand with the British statesmen. 


In December 1918 Clemenceau came to Lon- 
don with the distinct purpose of “clarifying” the 
Sykes-Picot affair. His government received vari- 
ous reports — Hussein’s, the Zionists’ — but the 
signed and binding paper was in the hands of 
France. What did England have to say? Lloyd 
George reassured Clemenceau: With regard to 
Syria everything will be according to the treaty, 
but we will have to enter changes with regard 
to Mosul and Palestine; the two territories will 
have to go into the “English domain”. Clemen- 
ceau listened and didn’t answer. On the 13th 
of January Lloyd George; Sir Morris Hankow, 
the permanent secretary of the Board for the 
protection of the Empire, Clemenceau, and 
Pichon, minister of foreign affairs for France, 
met. Lloyd George put the cards on the table 
and thus the last hour arrived. He demanded 
that they should include in the ‘English domain” 
all territories of land through which the Baghdad- 
Haifa railway, to be built in the future, would 
pass. This railway, of great importance from 
every point of view, must be an “‘all-English 
route”’; all its territory must be either English or 
under English protection. The French said no. 
The matter was passed to the four great powers 
—the United States, England, France and Italy. 
At the deciding session of these powers, which 
took place on the 20th of March and which was 
concealed even from the rest of the Allies, Wilson, 
Lloyd George, Balfour, Allenby, Clemenceau, 
Pichon, Barteloux (the permanent secretary to the 
foreign ministry of France) and Orlando Sonino 
participated. This was one of the longest and 
most difficult sessions of the entire peace confer- 
ence. Its importance was clear from the begin- 
ning to each one of the participants. 


The French hung a large map of Asiatic Turkey 
with its various provinces painted in different 
colors on the wall of Lloyd George’s study in 
order to demonstrate the whole history of these 
secret transactions. This was the first time that 
Wilson heard about the Sykes-Picot treaty. Later 
he spoke of this treaty with reluctance (‘This 
would be appropriate for a tea firm’’) and he call- 
ed it ironically, “A lovely model of old diplo- 
macy”’. 

After involved and protracted negotiations, the 
understanding between England and France was 
completed in the traditional way, by means of 
internal diplomatic bargaining. France agreed 
to the British mandate over Palestine and re- 
nouncd the Mosul area. In compensation she 
received: (a) participation in the division of oil 
(b) support of her demands against Germany, 


4 The entire account is given in Temperly, o.c. col. 141. etc., 
and in further detail by Ray Stannard er, Woodrow Wilson 
and World Settlement, vol. 1, p. 56, etc. 
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to which Wilson had been opposed, (c) the con- 
sent of England to the French mandate over 
Syria. The agreement was signed in April 1920 
in San Remo.® The news about the grant of the 
mandate to England was transmitted to the Zionist 
leaders by Lloyd George. Of all the conditions 
that France demanded, the most painful one at 
that moment was probably the last paragraph 
which meant that Feisel, then at the head of the 
Damascus rebels, was to be left alone. But even 
Feisel got his compensation when Sir Percy Kooks 
and Miss Gertrude Bell crowned him as King of 
Iraq. 

Things were not yet terminated, however, with 
the treaty of San Remo. There was still much 
work for English diplomacy before the project 
was completed. The first steps in this project 
were: The inclusion of Trans-Jordania in the Pal- 
estine mandate was made on condition of its being 
exempt from the ‘Zionist paragraphs’; sover- 
eignity for Abdullah; the approval of the mandate 
of Palestine by the League of Nations; acknowl- 
edgment by England of Egyptian autonomy by 
abiding to the four points including protection of 
the roads of the British Empire; safeguarding the 


. borders of the Haifa-Baghdad territory; treaties 


and efforts at peace with Arabic princes, particu- 
larly with the Hussein family and Ibn Saud; a 
treaty with the Kingdom of Iraq; arrangements 
with Syria-France with regard to the division of 
oil and the laying of one pipe to Syria, according 
to the treaty of San Remo. Each step in this 
project has its history and each step required great 
art and endless patience, energy and persistence. 

By the end of 1926 a Haifa Loan of £4,500,000 
was floated on the London market. It was sub- 
scribed to within a few hours. The port at Haifa 
was constructed and is at present about to be en- 
larged further with an additional adjustment 
made to meet the needs of the English fleet. The 
air services, which are also being concentrated in 
Haifa, have been partially transferred from Gaza. 
In 1921 the British air fleet established a postal 
service from Cairo to Baghdad, through southern 
Palestine and Trans-Jordania. This service con- 
nects the Mediterranean with the Persian Bay 
in one day’s travel. In 1929 the service was com- 
pleted at both ends, between Egypt and London 
on one side and between Bassra and India on the 
other. There has thus been established a con- 
nection between London and India. There has 
been an air service to Singapore and from there 
to Australia and Hong Kong, since 1931. This 
completes the circle. It connects the metropolis 
of the most powerful Empire of our day with all 
its parts. The key positions in this huge circle 
are Haifa and Baghdad. They complement each 
other and both form poles which cannot be shifted. 
This road leads north to Constantinople; north- 





5 Temperly, 0.c. p. 181-183. 
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east to Teheran and Russia; south to the kingdom 
of Syria; through southern Persia and the Bassra- 
Persian Bay to India. These connections create 
such a means of protecting British domination as 
the British Empire never had before. And the key 
positions on this imperial route, Haifa-Baghdad, 
according to the wish of Lloyd George, must be 
in territory that is wholly British. They must be 
in English mandated territory or in a province 
that has been created by England, where the rulers 
are actually dependent upon England. The whole 
road—Palestine, Trans-Jordania, Irag—is ‘‘Eng- 
lish” territory. The road from the south also 
borders on countries whose relation to the British 
Empire is one of real dependence. 

On January 22, 1935 Great. Britain celebrated 
the opening of the oil pipe line from Baghdad 
to Haifa. The stream of Mosul oil which flows 
to the port of Haifa, constitutes an imperial 
triumph. It was achieved with great effort and 
energy, with money and the lives of men, with 
the capacity to conceive an ambitious goal and 
to steer onward to it patiently, persistently, with 
caution and with daring. The British Empire, 
through the imperial will that beats in the hearts 
of her officials, has reached her goal. 

Sometimes adjustments were made more slowly 
and flexibly and sometimes more quickly and 
dynamically. The superficial observer might de- 
scribe English politics during this period by say- 
ing: ‘There is neither any system nor any planned 
idea here, but rather confusion and chaos, a politi- 
cal impressionism as well as an imperial lethargy.” 
The tradition among British statesmen is appar- 
ently to strengthen this impression and often they 
“confess and avow”’ that they have no plan and 
that they have no distant goal, that it is doubtful 
if the imperial ship is still an imperial one since 
it is everywhere given wholly to the fate of blow- 
ing winds, and has no fixed port. 

The Haifa-Baghdad project could serve, in 
its development, as a striking proof of this idea. 
Disraeli’s contemporaries grasped with difficulty 
the reason for spending £7,000,o0o0o—a huge sum 
in 1875—for the purchase of shares of the Suez 
Company called by Palmerston “a company for 
swindling”. Many of Disraeli’s compatriots saw 
an ‘ambitious adventure” in this thing. Why the 
occupation of Egypt? Why English diplomacy 
with Turkey, Russia, Germany? Finally, on 
whose side was England? What purpose was 
there in such wrangling? During the war France, 
the princes of Arabia, and the Zionist leaders, 
whose names the diplomatic world had not heard 
till that day, spoke in the name of a nation not yet 
actually in existence. What was Great Britain 
heading for? What did she need Zion for? Voices 
rose in England: “Let it go! Is it for Israel’s sake 
that we shoulder this burden when we are already 
burdened enough and more than enough?” 























But the 22nd of January, 1935, when the im- 
perial flag was hoisted over the oil pipes, threw 
light on the “system that seemed crazy”. 

This was a “holiday” for Great Britain. Was 
it also a “holiday” for us? As yet we cannot 
answer. 

The value of the Haifa pipe-line and of the 
Baghdad-Haifa route to civilization and econom- 
ics is tremendous. However, for us who view the 
development of this country not as a purpose in 
itself but as a means to our goal, the question 
remains: Who will reap the benefit? With the 
completion of this project Palestine has entered 
world economy and diplomacy. She will no longer 
be a “no man’s land” for anyone to take. Some- 
one will finally have to have full authority. Who? 

The political importance of this imperial project 
for all nations through whose territories it passes, 
and for all neighboring nations, is tremendous. 
It unites them even against their will into one 
unit, and is a very important factor in the crea- 
tion of a common Arabic fate. Whoever con- 
siders this development important will ask him- 
self whether the artificial pace set by the uniting 


Menace of Labor 


Tel Aviv 
ROM every part of the country we receive 
information concerning the shortage of Jew- 
ish labor in Palestine which, we are told, will be- 
come more acute in the next few months; and from 
every source we learn of its serious damage to the 
economic structure of the Yishub. Even more start- 
ling is the picture of the evils that we have sus- 
tained as a result of the curtailment of the 1932- 
1934 labor schedules. 

A profound blow has been inflicted on Jewish 
agriculture. At the beginning of 1932, the Jew- 
ish rural population, numbering some 45,000 per- 
sons, constituted approximately 24% of the entire 
Jewish population (185,000) then resident in 
Palestine. The number of Jews actually occupied 
in all branches of agriculture—as farmers, culti- 
vators of orange groves, laborers, and their de- 
pendents—numbered 27,500 or 60% of the Jew- 
ish rural population; or, again, 15% of the entire 
Jewish population of the country. Even at that 
time, the situation was considered unwholesome, 
and means were sought to increase the agricul- 
tural section of the Jewish community. It was 
believed that with each new influx of immigrants 
and of capital, there would be a corresponding 
growth in the agricultural proportion of the rural 
population, and in particular, of agricultural la- 
borers and individual farmers. 

Then came days of prosperity. Much capital 
flowed into the country; a large proportion was 
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oil pipe is desirable for us, and whether we have 
become so strong and virile that our place in this 
new world, which the Haifa-Baghdad road deter- 
mined, has been assured us. 

This imperial route is the project of English 
diplomacy. We have become involved in the 
career of its imperial vehicle. We, a small and 
dispersed people not yet wholly a nation, of whom 
only a part desires to become a nation, have 
become involved in this movement, because it was, 
still is, and will be, the vehicle of history. We can 
make many and difficult claims—for human truth, 
individual and common justice and more. The 
path is strewn with voluntary and forced sacrifices. 
It knows neither mercy nor justice. 
the vehicle of history: 

But we have only begun. We are still far from 
our goal, and the disproportion between the Brit- 
ish imperial project and the size of our nation is 
more outstanding than ever. This disproportion 
can be compensated for only by a strong political 
will. Can this strength be found? 

This is a triumph for the British Empire. 

Is this also a triumph for us? 


Shortage 


@ by H. Frumkin 


devoted to agriculture. As a result, the Jewish 
plantation area has developed from 65,000 du- 
nam in 1932 to 140,000 dunam in 1934, an in- 
crease of 115%. During this period, over £P 
4,000,000 have been invested by Jews in this par- 
ticular activity; there has been a commensurate 
growth in the Jewish consumption of agricultural 
products. The Jewish population of Palestine has 
received an additional 115,000 persons, equalling 
an increase of 62% over the previous population. 
Furthermore, the standard of living of the new- 
comers appears to be’ higher than that of the 
older residents, and their purchasing power cor- 
respondingly greater. At the same time, the es- 
tablished settlers have bettered their position. 
Between 1932 and 1934 the Jewish demand for 
agricultural products has been doubled. 

There has been a similar growth in trade and 
industry in the colonies. New enterprises have 
been established and it is estimated that over a 
million pounds (an excess of £308,000 over the 
Jewish Agency’s estimates made at the beginning 
of 1930) have been invested in these undertakings 
in the rural areas. This represents an increase of 
300%. The building trade has shown an equal 
development, and in now five or six times as ex- 
tensive as it was in 1932. 

It might have been anticipated, as the result of 
such fundamental changes, that the increase in the 
number of Jewish settlers situated in the rural 
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districts, and in the number of those devoted to 
agriculture, would have kept pace with the ad- 
vance in investments and agricultural economy. 
Would it not have been natural for the Jewish 
rural population to show an increase of 100- 
120%? Should it not now total some 100,000 


_ persons? Yet what, actually, is the situation to- 


day? 

It is estimated that the entire Jewish population 
of the colonies and the settlements totals some 
68,000 to 70,000 persons, an increase over the 
corresponding figures of 1932 of, approximately, 
no more than 50%. Accordingly, as against the 
24% of 1932, the Jewish rural community equals 
only 23% of the entire body of Jews in Palestine. 
Those actually occupied in agriculture, as farmers, 
orange cultivators, laborers and their depend- 
ents, number, to-day, 37,000, or, as against the 
15% of 1932, only 12.3% of the country’s Jewish 
population. 

How has it happened that during these years 
of general prosperity the agricultural basis of the 
country has not merely failed to gain strength, 
but has markedly weakened? Why have not the 
villages absorbed those tens of thousands of im- 
migrants who could have found their places there, 
so that they might now, together with their pre- 
decessors, number the full 100,000 sought for? 
There are several answers to these questions. But 
the main, the determining factor in this unfortu- 
nate course of affairs is to be found in the curtail- 
ment of the labor immigration schedules. 

There is no justification for this distressing 
phenomenon. Nevertheless, it is somewhat start- 
ling to hear the complaints made both by the Gov- 
ernment and by the Federation of Farmers, in 
respect to this subject. May it not be stated that 
they are responsible for this exodus, and have 
assisted it? Is there, save in Palestine, any Gov- 
ernment which systematically keeps the agricul- 
tural economy depleted of workers; which en- 
courages the widening of the gulf between wages 
paid in the villages and those paid in the towns; 


between wages paid in “boom” trades and those 
paid in normal trades; which raises the cost of 
living of the Yishub? May such a Government 
be “permitted the luxury of complaining that 
others are responsible for conditions which are 
the inevitable results of governmental action? 
And what may be said of the Farmers’ Federation 
which, though it once battled with sincerity and 
courage against the reduction of labor immigra- 
tion, has lately, in its weekly organ, Bustenay, in- 
dulged in surreptitious hints concerning the “ex- 
aggerated demands for immigrants” and the 
“exaggerated news” about the shortage of work- 
ers? To-day, when the misfortune resulting from 
the cutting of the labor schedules and from the 
refusal to employ Jewish labor, are palpable, Mr. 
Smilansky, at the Farmers’ Conference, raises his 
voice in lamentation because “the situation is very 
bad indeed”. ‘The decisive majority of workers 
in the Colonies”, he says, “are foreigners, and not 
necessarily such as are drawn from the neighbor- 
ing villages. There have been introduced foreign 
laborers from the Hauran; from Egypt and 
from Syria. The effect of these laborers upon 
work is extremely unfortunate.” 

Yet even at this time of grave danger to the 
colonies, he reiterates the fallacious theory that 
responsibility for the condition lies with those 
workers who have decamped from the colonies. 
He appears to have entirely lost sight of the fact 
that the actions of the Government and of a 
section of the farming community have been the 
true causes of this exodus. 

Actually it is obvious that if impenetrable bar- 
riers had not been placed between the pioneer 
worker of the country and the Jewish orange grove 
in the colonies, these latter alone could have ab- 
sorbed at least 7,000 more Jewish workers during 
the past three years. These, together with their 
dependents, and together with those trading with 
them and engaged in industry and commerce to 
meet their needs, could have totaled at least an- 
other 20,000. This source of Jewish economy, 
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however, has been abandoned to the people of 
the Desert — to Hauranites, Syrians and Egyp- 
tians. Jewish working positions have been lost 
not only in the plantation area, but also in the 
colonies. For cheap labor has penetrated all 
branches of work. The invaders have made them- 
selves felt in a variety of occupations—as porters, 
unskilled laborers in the building trade; in dig- 
ging, and in the preparation and transportation of 
building material. Hundreds of Jewish families 
could have secured a livelihood from such activi- 
ties if the problems following the curtailment of 
Jewish labor had not arisen. 


Jewish mixed farming offers another case. 
From time to time amazing statistics have ap- 
peared stressing the constant increase of the im- 
port of agricultural products. For eggs, milk- 
products, vegetables, potatoes (not including 
flour, olive oil, sheep, goats) foreign markets re- 
ceived £18,000 in 1931, £310,000 in 1933; 
and not less than £550,000 in 1934. All these 
products, or at least 90% of them have been sold 
to Jewish consumers. In addition, during 1934, 
£250,000 were devoted to the purchase of cat- 
tle for food purposes. Large amounts, drawn 
from Jewish sources, are expended in obtaining 
vegetables from Egypt, Syria and from Palestin- 
ian Arabs. Why should this expenditure be made 
in foreign countries? Why has not this consum- 


ing power served as a basis for the extension of 
Jewish agriculture in Palestine? Dr. Arthur 
Ruppin, in the course of a lecture delivered on 
January 27, 1935, estimated that the supply of the 
local demands for milk, poultry and fruits alone 
could give employment to another 2,000 agricul- 


tural families. The principal of the Mikveh Is- 
rael Agricultural School contends that Jewish 
consumption of agricultural supplies of all descrip- 
tions should provide a market and so a livelihood 
for another 5,000 families. 


Blame for the failure to seize these opportuni- 
ties must once more be laid at the door of the 
Government. For it is the Government which 
has consistently starved the agricultural spheres 
of the requisite workers. As a result of this star- 
vation, various agricultural settlements have been 
obliged to reduce many important branches of 
their activity, such as vegetable gardening, and 
dairying—this in spite of the fact that for the 
produce of these classes of production there exists 
a rich and healthy market. 

The curtailment of labor immigration has been 
responsible, further, for the raising of the cost 
of living in the cities, and for the manufactured 
high wage paid in certain “boom” trades. These 
factors, again, have caused that deflection of in- 
terest from agriculture which is unable to hold out 
a promise of profits as great as those derived from 
the “boom”. 

Instead of assisting in the creation of a situa- 
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tion which would induce both the citizen and the 
newcomer to seek avenues by which they might 
make themselves an integral part of Palestine’s 
basic economy (even though such a course be 
fraught with difficulty) the Government has aided 
in the development of unstable conditions which 
have induced many elements to concentrate in 
those areas where living conditions are easier, 
where profit is more rapid, and where there is no 
call for the pioneer spirit. Moreover, the Gov- 
ernment has made no serious effort to protect 
Jewish agriculture against organized dumping of 
foreign goods on these shores. The theme might 
well be elaborated. But it will suffice to state, 
with brevity, that in contra-distinction to the for- 
eign governments who give financial aid to the 
‘“dumpers’’, the Palestinian Government offers no 
bulwarks to local Jewish agriculture and leaves 
its front open to attack — this in spite of wealth 
drawn mainly from Jewish sources, which now 
fills its coffers. 


It must once more be emphasized that it is the 
Jewish worker of the Yishub who is the main 
sufferer from the present unfortunate state of af- 
fairs. For despite the many obstacles which cross 
his path he refuses to abandon this much treasured 
corner of agriculture. It must be added that the 
decisive majority of the 10,000 persons who have 
settled in the rural areas during the past three 
years have joined the settlements of agricultural 
workers in the valley of Esdraelon, in Galilee, in 
Emek Hefer, and in the Kvutzot of Judea. Not 
even the comfort of these heartening facts can 
minimize the daily loss sustained by the villages 
as a result of the curtailment of labor immigra- 
tion. The question may be raised as to what the 
future will bring. At the present moment addi- 
tional investments in plantations are anticipated. 
It is said that during the coming spring and sum- 
mer a further 25,000 dunam of orange groves 
will be planted by Jews. The young, already 
planted groves, demand more and yet more labor 
each month. For such groves require additional 
care with each year of their development. At the 
same time there is apparent a constant develop- 
ment of the building trade. New enterprises are 
being established and the old ones are expanding. 
Jewish agricultural consumption has not remained 
static, since every vessel bearing Jewish immi- 
grants imports to these shores prospective consu- 
mers whose coming must lead to a growth of 
markets. Beyond all this is the fact that the 
National Fund, the Keren Hayesod and the Ger- 
man Department of the Jewish Agency are anti- 
cipating the renewal on a certain scale of recolon- 
izing activities. 

Are the rich opportunities of agriculture to re- 
main barred to potential Jewish workers and serve 
a casual, unorganizable immigration from neigh- 
boring Arab countries? 





Nnr-srea=<z vo RA 


wn 


ee ae ee ae ae ae ae ee a Oe lull lll rlCU arlC CUlCU lO lle lUelUmL Oe OU CO} 


Soe 


ae a 








APRIL 1935 


BOOKS 


THE PRIMROSE WAY 


XPELLED from all countries of the world, millions of 
Jews, having piled their bedding, household utensils 
and a few synagogue relics on automobiles, motor-cycles, 
covered wains and push-carts, are wearily trudging their 
way in an endless straggling procession to the Desert of 
Gobi, the only land willing to receive them. They are a 
polyglot mob of former delicatessen vendors, farmers, mu- 
sicians, bankers, scientists, labor leaders, army veterans, 
young college graduates, ragged Hassidic saints, lovable old 
women, and child prodigies. The refugees vaguely ac- 
knowledge a leader (the aged Mr. Nieman) and even 
haphazardly carry out the orders of a general (Lord 
Steyne) ; but, being a “jealous” people, they lack real re- 
spect for anyone. Attacked by students, pillaged by peas- 
ants, and assaulted by the police of every country through 
which they pass, the harassed Jews fight off the robbers but 
cannot manage to agree among themselves. They all 
fiercely ‘‘keep alive their differences of opinions.” While 
on the road, rabbis argue the esoteric meaning of the Law; 
doctors of philosophy from Heidelberg, Yale, Padua, Gre- 
noble, and Beirut dispute on the polarity of the cell; in- 
dusrialists and bankers quarrel concerning the floating of 
new syndicates; communists and socialists contend over the 
tactics of social revolution. For Jews are “not made over 
by misfortune.” Exiled German and French Jews pre- 
posterously retain their patriotism and affection for the 
countries which spewed them out. American Jews, unable 
to forget earlier habits, thrill at the Christmas tree rather 
than at the Hanukah candles. They are a cultured multi- 
tude of physicians, poets, prize-fighters, engineers and 
wood-choppers; of subtle philosophers capable of mystic 
fury, tenderness, and fortitude; but nonetheless a confused 
mob. Sickened by dysentery and weakened by lack of 
food, the motley crowd finally reaches its goal. But when 
within sight of the crystal peaks of the Tein Shan, Jewish 
radicals “armed with clubs, knives and a few old pistols” 
rush at each other with incredible violence, crash skulls, 
break legs, and trample men and women to death. Then, 
with the sun shining in their eyes, the exhausted, foot-sore 
columns of miserable Jews march into the endless wastes— 
presumably to be swallowed up forever. 

Thus runs the latter-day parable of a contemporary, Nazi- 
shocked ex-assimilationist. For years Mr. Robert Nathan, 
living apart from his people in a private spiritual Ghetto 
of his own, has been entertaining a discriminating Amer- 
ican public with wistful, ironic whimsies unconnected with 
Jewish life. In those days of separation he may have 
caught muted rumors of the existence of a Jewish people. 
Some one perhaps tipped him off that Jews, though lacking 
dash, were not uninteresting; “they were so alive; life was 
so rich in them, so rising, so restless, it blew so hot-and- 
cold, glowing and paling, never still, never quiet.” But 
despite those tidings, Mr. Nathan felt convinced that he 
never really could become part of the Jewish host. And 
suddenly the appalling situation in Germany forced the re- 
mote America-attached Jew to realize that after all he shares 
a common fate and destiny with millions of human beings 





4p OF AGES by Robert Nathan. Alfred A. Knopf. 
2.50. 


e@ by Hayim Fineman 


whom he does not know. Whence his belated publishing 
in 1935 of the Road of Ages—Mr. Nathan's tribute to the 
alien God of his forefathers, the pathetic effort of a sensi- 
tive, bewildered Jew to fathom a race into whose company 
he has been coerced by a lunatic world. As with most 
Jews who have rarely come into contacf with their own folk, 
Mr. Nathan’s abstract understanding of Jewish life is col- 
ored by a romanticized reading of the Bible and by a sen- 
timentalized concept of a religion which he cannot accept. 
Consequently, certain bizarre details in his novel: Mr. 
Nathan creates a New York labor leader who fancies him- 
self ‘a Jephtah at the passage of the Jordan . . . a Joab at 
the pool of Gibeon”, and fashions a Judaism symbolized 
by a Hassidic Zadik’s vaporings on Law and by a liberal 
Rabbi's futile pleadings for loving-kindness. To an insu- 
lated Mr. Nathan the Jewish people seem a strange, in- 
comprehensible lot. Therefore he is naively startled by the 
amazing fact that Jews, just like Americans or Frenchmen, 
do not comprise a homogeneous mass and are actually given 
to differences of opinion in their own fold. Incognizant 
of what has been accomplished in Palestine, Mr. Nathan 
rashly concludes that Jews can only talk and submit to 
suffering. Unaware of the processes through which BA 
differences, varied cultural traditions, and economic abnor- 
malities have been resolved in Palestine, the Jewish problem 
seems to him inexplicable. Mr. Nathan's poet, David 
Weiss, does indeed preach: “We are one people; although 
we are of many minds and our opinions divide us.” But 
Mr. Nathan does not quite accept this sermon. Since he 
cannot conceive his Jews as a national unit, they necessarily 
become to him a mere mob which, once set adrift from 
its present Diaspora moorings, must shipwreck and disin- 
tegrate into chaos. 

Mr. Nathan is of course entitled to create a fantasy in 
his own primrose way. But what a pity that his ironic 
talent pe delicate lyricism didn’t build on firmer ground- 
work. From a craftsman of Mr. Nathan’s calibre one reas- 
onably might expect a greater intellectual grasp of his 
problem and a more searching knowledge of his subject 
matter. Seemingly Mr. Nathan was not sufficiently hard 
on himself. Though his main artistic theme was the por- 
trayal of exiles kicked out of countries where they had 
lived for centuries, he lacked the necessary rigor to imagine 
the intensity of his characters’ reactions. Surely those mil- 
lions of ejected nomads could not have been the lackadais- 
ical, mildly nostalgic, spineless creatures Mr. Nathan chose 
to mould. They must have been disturbed by deeper re- 
sentments, despairs and aspirations which an artist should 
not altogether have ignored. Had the author's insight into 
Jewish types been based on keener study, his play of wit 
would have been more pungent and his allegorical impli- 
cations more profound. He perhaps would not have pre- 
sented the tragedy of vast masses of uprooted refugees in 
terms of a picturesque picnic and he certainly would have 
escaped sentimentalities like: “Dream on, poor wanderers, 
in your faded clothes, while the moon of Asia floats over 
you above the misty trees, and the massed violins pour out 
their song into the wilderness.” His Cohens and Kohns, 
Perezes and Blumenthals, Kovnitzer rabbis and planters 
from the valley of Jezreel would have assumed other ges~ 
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tures and have become more poignant human beings. With 
impeccable accuracy Mr. Nathan informs us that the char- 
acters and situations of his work “‘are wholly fictional and 
imaginative and do not portray and are not intended to 
portray any actual persons or parties.” This statement is 
only too true. Which is rather unfortunate for a satirist 
of Mr. Nathan’s stature. For even whimsies gain in signi- 
ficance when based on a solid superstructure of actuality. 


IN JEWISH FOLKLORE 


ELIJAH, A Study in Jewish Folklore. By Rabbi Samuel 
M.Segal. Behrman's Jewish Book House. $2.00. 


OW that the laws of mankind seem to have failed us 

and the Hof-Juden have found the ears of the Mighty 
stone-deaf, we may be especially receptive to the salvation 
technique of Elijah Hanabi. Rabbi Segal, in a compact, 
well-documented volume, bas followed this popular yet 
mysterious figure through the Talmud and Midrash. Be- 
fore later imaginative fancy had made him the wander- 
ing Jew at the Seder table, the more prosaic sages of the 
Talmud had made Elijah a jack of all trades. To help dis- 
tressed Israel, Elijah becomes like the Oriental Genii, all 
things to all men. At one time he is a plain “tricker” 
pulling fast ones out of a bag of miracles. At another time 
he is a shrewd merchant, a street-arab, a perjurer, an ex- 
aminer of sages. In the relentless vice of poverty Israel 
could not afford the sublime manner either for itself or for 
its national heroes. Though fully cognizant of the cramp- 
ing effects of poverty, these folktales emphasize the fact that 
it is the best condition for Israel. As Hagigah puts it: 
“God looked around for the best condition for Israel and 
concluded that poverty is the one most fitted for it.” 

An appealing story in Midrash Ruth Zuta shows that 
Elijah believed in the principle of the stewardship of 
wealth. Those who would use their money for the needs 
of all were entitled to it. This was before the time of 
Rabenu Marx and the general scepticism for stewardship. 
Limited though this concept was, Elijah took it seriously. 
He would not, for instance, visit a person who guarded 
himself from the poor by an iron gate, nor would he con- 
verse with a man who allowed his servants only one por- 
tion and that—after the meal. 

In the more formal thinking of the Rabbis, which for 
lack of a better word, we call theology, Elijah fulfills two 
main functions, He is the forerunner of the forerunner 
of the Messiah and he is the great reconciler. The tough 
mind of Israel even in its fairy-tale hour realized that sal- 
vation would come piecemeal and after a long, long while. 
To break the tension of waiting, Elijah was to announce 
the Messiah ben Joseph who would in turn announce the 
Messiah ben David. As Professor Jacob Lauterbach would 
say: God was given an extension of time to prove his Jus- 
tice. And as Carlyle would say: Begad! he needed it! 

The role of the great reconciler is Elijah’s most gracious 
task. He is to bring the hearts of the children to the par- 
ents and the hearts of the parents to the children. Rabbi 
Segal describes this furiction with warm eloquence. 

“The Rabbis saw beyond the family, however. The gen- 
erations were as parents and childten one to another. The 
sour grapes of the elders set the children’s teeth on edge. 
The sins of the generation reaped the death harvest in the 
next. This was too cruel a reality for the folk mind of 
Israel. . . The Rabbis therefore dulled the razor edge of 
necessity. They converted the fate of the children whose 
fathers had eaten sour grapes into a noble mission of 
atonement: . . . This sublime reversal of the role of par- 
ents and offspring is entrusted to Elijah, who belongs to 
all generations”. 

In the Passover Haggada Moses is the national hero 
who looks with Olympian serenity across the years of Exile. 
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We are awed by his dignity. We think of him as Michel 
Angelo pictured him—a stern giver of the Law—the horns 
of righteousness beetling from his brow. Perhaps that 
is why we: have a chair for Elijah. Here is a hero who 
can eat and drink with us and even join us in the hunt 
for the Afi-komen. JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 


AN AUTHORITY ON PALESTINE 


JEWS IN PALESTINE. By A. Revusky. Vanguard 
Press. $3.50. 


7 Zionist experiment in Palestine has aroused much 
controversy. Books and articles written by supposed 
authorities have been flatly contradictory. Differing reports 
brought by tourists and visitors add interest but not clarity 
to a subject about which all too little is known. ‘Jews in 
Palestine” by Abraham Revusky fills this gap. He is scrup- 
ulously objective in trying to evaluate such difficult ques- 
tions as the economic and political relationships between 
the Jews and the Arabs, England’s role as holder of the 
Mandate, which in the popular conception lies anywhere 
between benefactor and malefactor, and the varied and 
complicated inter-Jewish relationships such as that of Zion- 
ist and non-Zionist, Labor and Revisionism, etc. The re- 
sult is an excellent and unbiased report of what is now 
happening in Palestine. The book is a mine of infor- 
mation. 

The task of levying judgment he has left to the reader. 
Mr. Revusky has used sparingly his undisputed right to 
editorialize. As correspondent, writer and author of sev- 
etal books on Jewish questions, he is considered an au- 
thority on Palestinian problems both by virtue of his knowl- 
edge and because Palestine was the land of his birth to 
which he returned for prolonged visits from 1919-1922 
and again in 1932-33. In “Jews in Palestine’ he has given 
a factual, workmanlike account of the various branches and 
ramifications of a movement which seethes with new 
growths. He tells of the inspired achievements of the pio- 
neers, the Aalutz and halutza in the communes or kvutzot, 
of the other agricultural settlements, the moshav ovdim, 
the irgun—the privately owned colonies; of the co-oper- 
atives within the labor movement, of the Histadrut. The 
book contains the best exposition of the labor movement 
which I have yet read. He also gives ample space to the 
industrial and commercial development of Palestine which 
has been taking place at a dizzying pace, and such chapters 
as “Jews as City Builders’, “Jews in Agriculture’, “Jews 
and the Arabs”, “Jews and Great Britain” are of special 
interest. His treatment of Palestine is all-inclusive from 
the potential value of Palestine as a health and medical 
center to the quintessence of its importance as the ultimate 
solution of the Jewish problem. 

The book contains a great deal of material that has. 
never been published before. Through a painstaking study 
of his subject, and a dispassionate objectivity (which is a 
necessary guide to the problem of a country “permeated 
with political unrest and passions’) Mr. Revusky has suc- 
ceeded in presenting its manifold activities in an informa- 
tive, concise form. It will be invaluable to a student of 
Palestinian conditions, or to a traveller who hopes to go to 
Palestine and wishes to be intelligently qualified to judge 
for himself. 

An unbiased presentation of facts, aided by statistics, 
makes it easy to accept his conclusions that the Arabs have 
been immeasurably benefited by Jewish immigration; that, 
in spite of this, harmony between Arab and Jew will not 
come simply; that England tends to interpret the ambigu- 
ous terms of the Balfour Declaration in “favor of the 
Arabs”; that it will be wholly possible to build an econom- 
ically sound community of from three to four million in 
Palestine; and that “with all its faults and shortcomings, 
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‘which I am not inclined to busy myself.” 
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Zionism . . . is begotten by pressing necessities” . . . “‘car- 
ried through by a people who do not shrink from extreme 
sacrifices”, and that “it is difficult to imagine how it can 
be stopped before reaching its goal.” 

It is seemingly ungrateful to commend an objective 
study and yet quarrel with the necessary result. Neverthe- 
less, it must be done. One leaves the book realizing that 
in spite of its excellent material it will undoubtedly be 
used more for reference than for reading. In writing of 
Palestine’s future, Mr. Revusky says that he has given “A 
sober, = too sober analysis.” This applies to his 
book generally. One could wish that it were perhaps a 
little less sober and a little more inspired. The book is 
not easy reading. It is well worth the effort but that there 
should be effort necessary seems a pity. — when 
one has been to Palestine and felt the force, the chaotic but 
irresistible vitality, the picturesque fascination of primitive 
races faced by civilization’s vanguards. 

ELEANORE LEVENSON 


A BIBLE FOR MURDERERS 
THE PROTOCOLS OF THE ELDERS OF ZION, by 
Benjamin W. Segel, Bloch Publishing Co. 50c. 
KG QUOTE the translator, Dr. Czazckes-Charles, these 
Protocols, this “Bible of the Rathenau Murderers” . . . 
“this forgery, has caused untold misery to the Jews, and 
still exercises an incredible spell on the minds of the se- 
duced masses—translations of these faked documents are 
finding their way into many countries, including the United 
States.” The let answers the questions; how they 
were circulated; then how they were traced and how they 
affected the “cultivated public’; where the originals came 
from; who Maurice Jolly was; who John Retcliff, Goldsche, 
and Nilus—the whole poisonous history. Some of the 
letters to the author are interesting. Rudolph Eucken, the 
German philosopher and theoretical advocate of Socialism, 
wrote: “Even I almost believed it for some time. ...” Pro- 
fessor Delbrueck: ‘““You demand too much of German sci- 
ence. Science can only fight on a scientific basis; against 
stupidity even gods fight in vain.” Professor Loehr: “In one 
point, I cannot agree with you. I do not believe, as you do, 
in an immediate change for the better.”” Professor Toennies: 
“An important sociological phenomenon which has not at- 
tracted attention as yet is micromania (inferiority complex). 
Its characteristic feature is its avoidance of the light of 
the intellect and its deliberate hunt for what is dark and 
mysterious.” Thomas Mann's comment is the most arrest- 
ing: “In the myth of the Elders of Zion I could never see 
anything but the work of maniacal Jew-hatred, which is so 
foreign to me that it does not affect me at all, and with 
Readers of 
Mann’s ‘Joseph and His Brothers’’ will not misunderstand. 


IN THE SHADOW OF LIBERTY 

IN THE SHADOW OF LIBERTY, by Edward Corsi. 
The Macmillan Co., $3.50. 

A‘ A time when liberty is not only shadowed but shaded 

in every known color from brown and red to black 

and green, a title page like this is at once intriguing and 

enervating. Fortunately, the sub-title of the book “The 

Chronicle of Ellis Island” acts as a.sedative and you know 

at once: ‘Well t’is not one of those books—no, it is not.” 

However, Mr. Corsi has written an honest account of per- 

sons and circumstances—‘‘a good book” the Mayor of the 
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City of New York decrees in the introduction. 

A former immigrant, who at the age of ten passed 
through the gates of Ellis Island when “the swelling cara- 
van of some 1,285,349 reached its record volume in 1907”, 
the author was appointed Commissioner of Immigration 
and became the “Excellency of Ellis Island” twenty-four 
years later. We mention these facts not only to assure our- 
selves that the author knows what he is talking about, but 
more so, because Mr. Corsi, despite his un-American ante- 
cedents, does not succumb to the temptation of clownish 
super-Americanism. When one remembers that as early 
as 1908 Ignace Paderewski, himself a Polish immigrant, 
railed against the constant foreign immigration threatening 
the “strength and character of the American people”, one 
is thankful that the former Italian immigrant, later overseer 
and grand seeper of the alien cargo has not carried biologic 
mimicry to microbiologic patriotism. Indeed, what gives 
the book its peculiar charm and its vafte as a human docu- 
ment is not only the general interest aroused by quotations 
from documents and life stories of immigrants; not only the 
style and stimulus of the easy flowing, yet unpretentious 
prose, but first and foremost its spirit of liberalism—ex- 
crutiatingly well-mannered at times—and a certain belli- 
gerancy in his description of the dictatorial powers of the 
Welfare Island Ochrana; the recurrent anti-red drives by 
cyclic waves of alien deportations; wholesale raids and all 
the other paraphenalia of torture which made Ellis Island 
the most advertised and most conspicuous man-hunting 
spot in the world. 

However, “In The Shadow of Liberty” is a fragmentary 
epilogue rather than a great epic. Considering that in the 
last 50 years some 50,000,000 aliens crashed through the 
gates of the Purgatory of America one may surmise how 
much pain, tears and travail lie buried in the vaults and 
archives of Ellis Island, waiting for the artist to give them 
life and expression. JOSEPH TENENBAUM 
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by CHARLES REZNIKOFF 


author of 
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JerusalemtheGolden BytheWaterof Manhattan 


. . . He seems to me the best of the 
defintely Jewish poets writing today, 
since the death of James Oppenheim.... 
It has both dignity and power, sonorous 
language and brilliant atmosphere. .. ." 

—William Rose Benét 
(The Saturday Review of Literature) 
". . . of almost epic quality... ." 
—London Jewish Chronicle 

. a splendid poet... ." 
—Norman Macleod, 
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NEWS FROM THE FRONTIER 


PALESTINE 


@ HISTADRUT MEMBERSHIP: 72,000 

ze largest membership in its history was reported by 
the Histadrut, General Federation of Jewish Labor, 

which stated that on March ist it counted 72,000 mem- 

bers. The Mapay (Workers Party) membership was stated 

to be 11,000. 

The figure was made public in connection with the ref- 
erendum among workers on the labor pact with the Re- 
visionists. 

@ 1000 EMERGENCY CERTIFICATES 

Replying to the demand for a supplementary labor sched- 
ule presented by the Jewish Agency Executive, the Govern- 
ment has offered to advance one thousand certificates on 
account of the next immigration schedule. The Executive 
declared that an acute labor shortage made it essential that 
additional laborers be allowed to enter the country imme- 
diately, if farms and industries were not to be seriously 
crippled for lack of manpower. 

@ SHIPPING SERVICES 

The increased rate of Jewish immigration to Palestine 
has accentuated the need for augmented shipping services 
between European ports and Palestine. The boats now 
plying can accommodate about 2,500 to 3,000 per month. 
However, as a Jewish immigration of about 50,600 
is expected during 1935 the existing services are wholly in- 
adequate for the traffic. The result of negotiations between 
the Immigration Department of the Jewish Agency and 
various shipping lines is that additional vessels will become 
available. For instance, the Lloyd Triestino has decided to add 
to the steamers, “Gerusalemme” and “Pilsna,” plying 
weekly between Palestine and Trieste, the new “Palastina” 
which is to run on a fortnightly schedule. This boat has 
accommodations for 400 travellers. The Lloyd Triestino 
has further agreed to grant a number of additional facilities 
for passengers booking voyages through the Palestine Of- 
fices. The Company has also undertaken to purchase pro- 
visions as far as possible in Palestine and to exhibit Pal- 
estinian products on board these boats. The Polish-Pal- 
estine Shipping Company, which owns the “Polonia” will 
also run the “Kosciuzska”, which carries 700 passengers, on 
the Palestine route. Negotiatons are proceeding with the 
Mossagories Maritomos and with the Roumanian Shipping 
Company. Concerning experiments to develop an overland 
route by the so-called “Blue-White Train” from Vienna, 
about which much has been said of late, it appears that 
travel conditions on that route are none too comfortable. 
The journey from Vienna to Haifa takes five days and 
passes through Budapest, Belgrade, Sofia, Adrianapole, 
Constantinople, Haidar Pasha, Rayak, and thence by omni- 
buses through Beirut to Haifa. The cost of the land trip 
is not cheaper than that by sea, while in the summer the 
heat makes it far more difficult. 

@ IN THE LABOR SHORTAGE 

The Italian building firm, De Farra, and other construc- 
tion contractors who have made bids on important jobs in 
Palestine ate trying to engage skilled laborers in Egypt for 
employment in Palestine. The dearth of labor in Pal- 
estine made necessary the sending out of labor scouts to 
surrounding countries. 

@CHEMICAL PLANT FOR NEAR EAST 

The largest chemical plant in the Near East, which will 
free Palestine and surrounding countries from the need of 
European importation, is to be erected in Haifa. The plant 
will have a capital of £1,000,000 and is being established 
on the initiative of the British Chemical Industries, Ltd., 


and a group of overseas Jewish manufacturers. The suc- 
cess of the huge plant is assured from the beginning by 
the signing of an agreement with the Iraq Petroleum Com- 
pany, which will purchase 40,000 tons of sulphuric acid an- 
nually for a proposed petroleum refinery at Haifa. Pre- 
viously the erection of such a refinery had been impossible 
owing to the lack of adequate chemicals. The plant will 
produce sulphuric acid, chloride, superphosphates and caus- 
tic soda, Large quantities of chloride used locally by the 
Palestine Potash Company for making bromine from the 
Dead Sea were previously imported. This will now be sup- 
plied by the new chemical plant. The superphosphates will 
find a ready market throughout the Near East where there 
is great need for soil fertilizers hitherto imported from 
England. 
@ CEMENT FACTORY 

A new cement company under Jewish ownership, with 
a capital of £250,000, is being launched. This is the 
second company to be registered. The newly-organized 
corporation, called “Samson,” proposes to erect its plant 
near Hartuv. 
@ NEW DOMESTIC FERTILIZER 

The discovery by Palestine Potash, Ltd., the British- 
Palestinian concern which is extracting minerals from the 
inexhaustible Dead Sea which has billions of dollars’ worth 
of salts, of a new potassic fertilizer is predicted as a revo- 
lutionary step in local agriculture. Piqued at the insis- 
tence of local farmers to import German potash sulphate 
(which is more suitable for local soil conditions and par- 
ticularly citrus than the potassium chloride or muriate of 
potash which it had been producing) the Dead Sea Com- 
pany decided to try out a sulphate of its own. It was found 
that although the potassium chloride was good in other 
countries, its effect in fertilizing Palestine soil was very 
low. Sulphate had to be imported at a cost of $100,000 a 
year. Finally the chemists discovered a compound of es 
tassium sulphate and calcium sulphate, materials available 
from extracted Dead Sea salts, which has been pronounced 
as especially suitable for the red sandy soil of Palestine’s 
coastal belt, on which citrus is grown and which is known 
to be deficient in lime. The new fertilizer, which is manu- 
factured cheaply and is winning wide favor, simultaneously 
supplies the potash and the lime required by the soil and 
plant, preserving soil fertility and preventing lime deple- 
tion. Palestine Potash is about to increase its capital stock 
by $1,750,000 of which $1,250,000 shares will sold in 
England and $500,000 in Palestine. 


@ EDUCATION AND THE GOVERNMENT 

Expenditure of over £250,000 ($1,250,000) is expected 
to be included in the 1935-36 Governmental budget on 
State schools, representing an increase of £50,000 over the 
current year and £70,000 more than two years ago. It 
points out that the education appropriation has increased 
from £159,000 to £250,000 in just three years. The Jew- 
ish population was granted this year the amount of only 
£28,000 out of a total budget of £206,000, although there 
had been a considerable increase in their numbers. No fixed 
ratio is employed in computing the Government's grant- 
in-aid to the Hebrew school system. Had the ratio been 
the proportionate share of Palestine Jewry in the State 
budget or the proportion of Jewish schoolchildren to the 
total, then the grant should have been £125,000, or half 
the budget. Figuring on the basis of population ratio, the 
grant-in-aid should be £60,000. A stringent situation is 
likely to come about as a result of this paucity of support. 
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Immigrants’ families are flowing in steadily and many new 
children are being taken into the schools. The difficulty 
of covering the increased expenditure is growing. 

@ EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 

The largest foreign trade in its history, in both exports 
and imports, was registered by Palestine during the year 
1934. Imports during 1934 totaled £15,426,000 as against 
£11,268,000 in 1933. The biggest portion of Palestine’s 
trade to be captured by any single country went to the 
British Empire, which sold Palestine £3,536,000 worth of 
goods during 1934 as contrasted with £2,400,000 in 1933. 
Exports amounted to £4,067,000 in 1934, with £1,900,000 
sold to the British Empire. In 1933, Palestine’s exports to- 
taled £3,433,000, the British Empire buying £1,600,000 
of Palestine’s goods. 

@ 12 PIECES OF BROKEN POTTERY 

Twelve pieces of broken pottery were found on the site 
of ancient Lachish. Professor Noah Harry Torczyner, ex- 
pert on Semitic languages at the Hebrew university, defi- 
nitely ascribed the potsherds, with their inscriptions in the 
ancient Hebrew language, to the time of Jeremiah, 2,500 
years ago. Dr. J. L. Starkey, head of the Wellcome archae- 
ological research expedition, who found the potsherds at 
Tel ad-Duweir, ancient Lachish, entrusted the task of de: 
ciphering the inscriptions to Professor Torczyner. Profes- 
sor Torczyner called it “the most valuable find ever made 
in the period of the first temple (Solomon’s)” and Dr. 
Sukenik said the potsherds were the greatest discovery since 
the Siloam inscriptions in 1890. A remarkable feature is 
the fact that they appear to be written in ordinary ink. Dr. 
Sukenik declared their most amazing characteristic the fact 
that many of the words and names used are spelled exactly 
as they are in the traditional Masoretic text of the Penta- 
teuch. The spelling would indicate that the Bible was 
written by scribes during the time in which the events it 
chronicles actually occurred, and that the scribes were eye- 
witnesses of the incidents they reported. No archaeologist 
had believed that the humid earth of Palestine would be 
able to preserve any document through the centuries, al- 
though the dry sand of Egypt had caused the preservation 
of a number of important writings. 

Professor Noah Harry Torczyner was one of the first 
= of Jewish professors expelled from Germany after 
Adolf Hitler came to power. He had been connected with 
the Academy for the Study of Judaism in Berlin, and after 
his expulsion went to Palestine. Soon afterward he became 
the first occupant of the Chaim Nachman Bialik Chair of 
Hebrew at the Hebrew University. 


YOUTH 


Radicalism and the College Student- 
@ by Sara Feder 


i apes American university campus reflects the attitudes 
and activities of other communities, except that ideas 
come to it a number of years after they germinate in 
the metropolitan centers. A very perfect example of the 
fact is the spread of radicalism. 

There is every reason.in the world why the university 
campus should not be fruitful ground for any radical ideas, 
especially in relation to economic and social problems. 
There is, first of all, the administrational aspect of the 
university, centered in the institution known as the ‘‘Pres- 
ident’s office”. The heavily endowed institutions prefer not 
to antagonize their patrons and good providers; the state 
universities have a horror of criticism from the honorable 
legislators who eventually have to pass on the appropri- 
ations; and the small colleges fear the censure of the reli- 
gious denominations with which they are affiliated, or 
the dissatisfaction of the benefactors. Thus, the admini- 
strative offices of the universities certainly have no desire 
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to encourage even liberal thoughts on the part of student 
bodies, and the President’s office has its powerful, though 
seemingly indirect, influence on the teaching staff. 

Most professors accept as a matter of course the teachings 
and results of the present.economic system. As a matter 
of fact, they themselves generally go through the selective 
process at the time of their employment by the university 
before they are considered “‘safe”. Even those disapprov- 
ing of affairs as they are, rationalize by saying, “My job is 
to teach.” The few radicals or liberals have the choice of 
resigning or setting up their own code of ethics—which 
includes the attempt to teach the doctrines adhered to either 
in sugar-coated form or academically so overdressed that 
only the most astute student gains value from the procedure. 
Of course, every outstanding university, in order to flaunt 
its academic liberalism and freedom, permits itself at least 
one Jew and one socialist on the faculty. 

However, no amount of conservatism could deter the de- 
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velopment of radicalism if the scudents were really concerned. 

There is no doubt that during our prosperity years many par- 
ents thought it right and proper for the future welfare 
of their children to send them to college. That was the 
standard set up for the American population even though 
only a small may had the actual opportunity for 
achieving a college education. It may be said that going 
to college immediately put them in a class of conservative 
influences, 

Why do students come to college? First and foremost 
for the training toward a profession. The assumption of 
both parents and children is primarily that the graduate will 
make more money than non-college graduates; second, that 
the contacts in the university will be valuable for future 
successful economic adjustment (hence the urge for fra- 
ternity and sorority membership) ; and third, social prestige 
will be an important result. Only fourth, fifth, or even 
sixth place is given to the fact that a college education will 
offer some cultural maturity. 

The individual fond parent may consider the children 
between the ages of eighteen and twenty-five as revolters 
against anything and everything. Collectively, however, 
this revolting youth, as found on the college campus, 
is conservative or indifferent or lacking in courage—quite 
the opposite, in fact, from revolting youth. The most ser- 
ious problems of college youth center around a career, in- 
terest in the opposite sex, and recreation. And for a 
large group, even these are not present; the only vital desire 
is that of attaining a career and making life as pleasant as 
possible during the college period. 

Lest these negative aspects seem all-inclusive, mention 
must be made of several campus organizations which 
through their liberalism have occasionally risen to a posi- 
tion of leadership when concerted campus action was ne- 
cessary. The Y.W.C.A., Y.M.C.A, and church groups, in 
most instances, have had more courage in discussing certain 
phases of economic and social problems than any other 
campus clubs except the liberal clubs. The liberal clubs, 
by whatever name they may be designated, were usually 
in disfavor because they actually presented programs and 
served as a medium for exchange of ideas among the 
students. 

All this was definitely true of the American college cam- 
pus of 1920 and 1930. Changes now taking place are in 
the direction of radicalism. The struggle in the outside 
community is at last so strong that it has repercussions 
in university life. The economic uncertainty in most 
students’ homes has made for this direct relation with 
reality. “Will I have an opportunity for going to college, 
or will my allowance be so badly cut that college life will 
not be worthwhile? Must I buckle down and earn my salt 
if I want to remain at the university?’ The decrease in 
student population recently became so marked that most 
universities attempted to meet and arrange for liberal stu- 
dent loans and urged the government to help give students 
assistance. 

The F.E.R.A. student jobs are the government’s venture 
to help by giving students opportunity for work around the 
universities at a maximum earning of $15.00 per month. 
In addition, other experiments have been tried by univer- 
sities. The dean of an eastern college, writing in one of 
the monthly magazines says: “In few colleges was it pos- 
sible to find sufficient employment for this army of indigent 
recruits. To meet the situation many of them established 
“depression camps’ by converting abandoned or unused 
buildings into barracks where a student who could prove 
that he was totally without resources was granted sleeping 
“vaca for a nominal charge. The ingenuity and resource- 
ulness exhibited both by university authorities and by 
undergraduates in the founding of some of these camps 
‘was highly commendable and the results, under the cir- 
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cumstances, all that could have been expected.” 

Thus the student of 1935 is economically in a very un- 
certain position as compared to the student of 1925. The 
Hearst papers have exaggerated and attempted to frighten 
the American people into believing that communism has 
been effective in ten large universities and that communistic 
youth is holding the fort. There will be occasion in this 
section to review in detail the activities of the various ra- 
dical groups. The present chronicle concerns itself with 
the general background and the respective activities will 
be discussed subsequently. 

There is one more element to consider, however, in this 
general background upon which we will, in later issues, 
give more specific information. When we speak of radi- 
calism in relation to the university campus we must remem- 
ber that there are three types of universities and that each 
type has -certain possibilities for radical student organiza- 
tions. For instance, the prominent, the largest endowed, and 
the state universities are usually located in metropolitan cen- 
ters and are naturally the first where radical student groups 
became active. Not only is the youth of the metropolitan 
center more cosmopolitan, not only does some of this youth 
come from radical homes, but radical organizations are 
likely to have their centers, offices, and trained leaders close 
at hand and these not only encourage but often directly 
influence the work of nearby groups. 

The lesser state universities, with the exception of several 
in the middle west, receive very few potential young ra- 
dicals. Even when these do leave the metropolitan center 
of activity they rationalize their conservatism by saying, 
“Well, we are here to study, to prepare ourselves for more 
serious work.” 

From one point of view it is easier to influence a student 
body in a smaller university: there is mcre time for inform- 
al talk and it is less difficult to distribute literature. This 
same technique can also be followed in the smallest col- 
leges. 

Professors, too, are not remaining inert. It is true many 
have to express themselves favorably on President Roose- 
velt’s program and raise their right hands, so to speak, in 
favor of social planning. But what an advance over the 
inertia of the past decade! The campus is definitely be- 
ginning to stir and take an interest in economic and political 
problems. The only danger is that it is also developing 
reactionary fascist groups, giving the situation positive as 
well as negative aspects. Some say, “Why not let sleeping 
dogs lie?” But others are logically committed to a pe 
which will give to the college student a maximum of radical 
programs and literature, which, even if it does not propel 
the student to radical ideals, will at least prevent him from 
becoming a tool in the ranks of the reactionaries. 


MASADA PLATFORM 


(Youth Zionist Organization of America) 


I. Masada declares itself to be an integral part of the 
Center within the Zionist Movement whose fundamental 
aim is the solving of the jewish problem b y transforming 
the Jewish People from its present status of a galut Nation 
to that of a free and autonomous people on its own land. 

II. We believe that Zionism is inseparable from those 
liberal traditions of social and economic justice which 
have been identified with the ideals of our people and 
which aim towards the ultimate establishment of Palestine 
as a cooperative Jewish Commonwealth, as expressed in the 
Pittsburgh Program of the Zionist Organizations of America. 

III. This ideal has been concretely embodied in the 
nationalization of land through the Jewish National Fund; 
in cooperative forms of agriculture; and consumers’ and 
producers’ cooperatives. Masada believes in the extension 
of the cooperative principle to all forms of industry in 
Palestine not only because of the economic soundness _o} 
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this principle, but because it is in keeping with the liberal, 
traditional Jewish concept of the good and just life. 

IV. Masada affirms that the ideology inherent in the 
Zionist Movement is a force for liberalism and social justice 
not only in Palestine, but throughout the world. We there- 
fore call upon American Jewish Youth to avail itself of 
this instrument compatible and congenial to them as Jews, 
in their fight for social justice. 

V. While Masada is engaged primarily in the achieve- 
ment of the ultimate objective of Zionism—the establish- 
ment of a Jewish Palestine—it views this activity and all 
that it implies, as embodying within itself, a constructive 
program for the individual American Jew and for the 
Jewish Community as a whole. 


VI. Masada believes that the Zionist program is the 
only program in Jewish life capable of uniting every ele- 
ment of the Jewish People ad soataaing the destructive 
and subversive influence at work among American Jewish 
Youth. Masada is therefore dedicated to the task of unit- 
ing and strengthening American Jewish Youth through the 
Zionist principle by educational and other means, 


Statement of Policy: 
ON PRIVATE AND NATIONAL CAPITAL: 


The unregulated flow of private Capital while desirable 
to a certain extent, has a tendency to harm the social and 
economic basis of the Palestine rebuilding because of the 
inherent tendency of Capital to further private interests 
without over regard for the commonweal and because of 
its speculative nature. 

Masada therefore calls upon the Zionist Organization of 
the world to check these harmful tendencies by strengthen- 
ing and extending the activities of National Capital through 
the National Funds, encouragement of cooperative agri- 
culture and industry and more especially enactment of suit- 
able regulation. 


ON LABOR: 


Masada affirms that Jewish labor is one of the funda- 
mentals in the building of a Jewish Palestine. We there- 
fore condemn the practice of Jewish employers in employing 
non-Jewish labor at a low wage rate in order to depress 
the wage standard of Jewish workers, as a vicious practice 
and as a blow at the foundation of the upbuilding of Eretz 
Yisrael. We therefore support the principle of a high 
wage level equally for Jewish and Arab workers. 

Masada is in agreement with the principle of a single 
united labor movement in Palestine as expressed in the 
Histadrut, embracing all groups of workers, irrespective of 
political and social ideology, and deplores the establish- 
ment of labor unions outside of the Histadrut as inimical 
to the best interests of Palestine’s upbuilding. We view 
a single Labor Union as the surest guarantee against the 
exploitation of the Palestine upbuilding for private interests 
and for a decent standard of living in Palestine. 

Masada goes on record as supporting the Histadrut in 
its fight for social legislation such as Child Labor laws, 
Workman’s Compensation, etc. ~ 

Masada commends all Labor working in harmony with 
the Histadrut and looks for their immediate incorporation 
into that body. 


ON HEBREW RENAISSANCE: 


Masada affirms that the renaissance of the Hebrew lan- 
guage is one of the basic elements in the regeneration of 
the Jewish People and calls upon its members not only 
to develop their own self-education in this respect, but also 
to inaugurate and to support al! efforts for the renaissance 
of the Hebrew language in their community. 
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ON PIONEER EFFORTS: 

Masada declares itself in favor of a progressively in- 
creasing Halutz movement in America as its direct avenue 
of participation in the upbuilding of Eretz Yisrael. 

Masada will cooperate with existing Halutz agencies such 
as the Vaad L’maan Hechalutz in this work of fostering 
an American Halutz Movement. 


LEAGUE NOTES 


MAYOR SIMPSON OF TORONTO 


AS FURTHER evidence that the League is a movement 
of growing importance we are delighted to report the 
attendance of Mayor ~~ the Socialist Mayor Sim 
son, we should say, of Toronto, Canada, at the Trade 
Union Section of the League mass meeting in Montreal, 
March 24. Pinchas Cruso, National Secretary, also came 
up for the occasion. . . . Nor was the focus of attention 
simply in Toronto: in Boston, Hayim Greenberg lectured 
on Revisionism, Wednesday, March 20; and in Philadelphia, 
the monthly general meeting of the League, on March 13, 
had for guest, Dr. William H. Fineshriber. Maurice Samuel, 
who is becoming a doughty trooper in our service was in 
Newark for the meeting, Saturday, March 23, and Baruch 
Zuckerman reported an elaborate and dignified conference 
with representatives of various circles in Minneapolis. 


THINGS ARE HUMMING! 


E grotiinane everywhere! Campaigns for active mem- 
bership and subscriptions for Jewish Frontier, in Cin- 
cinnati, under the leadership of Dr. M. S. Schulzinger, 
have given us a handsome nucleus of 120 members. In 
Pittsburgh, Messrs. Samuel L. Fuss and Benjamin C. Sigal, 
as Chairman and Secretary of the League there, have man- 

















ISS LAPSON will 

be most pleasantly 
remembered for her 
staging of the dances 
in the Hebrew opera 
“The Pioneers”, recent- 
ly presented at Mecca 
Temple. Her ballet, 
based on the Palestinian 
Hora, spirited and well 
composed, was quite the 
brightest spot of the 
entire production. 


—John Martin. 
New York Times. —_—____- 








Dvora Lapson 
DISTINGUISHED JEWISH DANCE MIME 


Pioneer of the New Jewish Dance. 
Choreographer and Director of Ballet 
of first Hebrew Opera, "'Pioneers’’. 
Director of Dances 
for David Pinski's The Power That Builds". 
Biblical, Hassidic, Palestinian, and Jewish Folk Motifs. 


NOW BOOKING 1935-36 


Management: 


NATIONAL ARTISTS BUREAU 
156 WEST 44th STREET, NEW YORK 
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aged a steady stream of subscriptions and members. By 
the end of Spring, Secretary Sara Grossman, and Rabbi 
Abraham Millgram of Philadelphia assure us that their 
elastically-set goal will have its first rest when it reaches 
300 members . . . or . . . well, 300 members! We acquiesce. 
We are especially exhilarated to know that the Montreal 
Trade Union Section has more than just hopes of recruiting 
a goodly number from among the Jewish working-class 
population, and that in Cleveland (Mr. H. Resnick), and 
in Minneapolis (a steady organized effort) is having what 
such effort usually has, a steady and organized 
result. Additions to the honor-roll in this connection: 
Winnipeg, Toronto, Kansas City, Los Angeles, Chicago, 
Baltimore, Detroit, Rochester, San Francisco! 


EVERY LEAGUE 
MEMBER SHOULD KNOW 
Ww ARE delighted to be able to disappoint you. About 


Jewish Frontier sales, we mean. For newsstand 
distribution in New York and Philadelphia more than 
doubled and after a gale of reorders on single copies, we 
report, gleefully—supply exhausted! To avoid this sort 
of jubilant misfortune next time we suggest that orders be 


placed not later than the 25th of each month preceding 


issue. 


AND NOW, LITERATURE 


F YOU want to know the “Truth About Revisionism” 
(by E. Liebenstein) see your Secretary. The pamphlet, 
which is one of the most exhaustive and thorough surveys 


of the whole problem, costs no more than the fare home, 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


15c. . . . Then the “Tel-Chai Memorial Zionist Youth 
Council” has just published, in cooperation with the League, 
an energetic and enthusiastic pamphlet in connection with 
the 15th Anniversary of the defense of Tel Chai. League - 
units may have it, all 76 pages of it, at 8c a copy. No 
high cost of knowing about Tel-Chai, friends! 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Ww REPORT a very interesting and dignified attendance 
at the session of the National Council, on Sunday, 
March 10, at Hotel Pennsylvania. Reports of the National 
Chairman and National Secretary on organizational progress 
and cultural activity were listened to carefully. One could 
almost hear the prestige of the League expanding and grow- 
ing right there in the crowded hall. Nearly all of the 64 
League chapters are active, more active than soldiers on 
march. . . . Rabbi Samuel Wohl, whose zeal is one of those 
fine, dependable, creative verities on which the League 
depends, reported that 150 rabbis have been made National 
Associates. Zalman Rubashow, Maurice Samuel and Irma 
Lindheim spoke. 


SYMPOSIUM 


The Montreal League chapter is arranging a symposium 
on the Histadrut, Tuesday evening, April 9th, at the Mount 
Royal Hotel. Speakers will be: Isidore Bobrove, Bernard 
Figler, Harold S. Freeman and Dr. H. Garber. They are 
also inaugurating a subscription campaign for the Jewish 
Frontier under the direction of D. R. Jessel and A. M. 
Pearlstein. 





MEdallion 3- 
3930-3931 





The Manhattan 








ACCOMMODATES 4000 people. 


INEXPENSIVE—Inspection will prove that 
rates are exceedingly low. 


CONVENIENT—34th at 8th Ave.; 8th Ave. 
subway at the door. All lines stop at 34th 
St.: 7th Ave. subway; B.M.T. subway; 
Hudson Tubes; 6th and 9th Ave. Ele- 
vated; Crosstown cars. 


DANCE FLOOR—!10,000 square feet of the 
most perfect dance floor in town. 


STAGE—Full size. 
lighting effects. 


Complete scenic and 


for Saturday, April 20th, 1935. 


Manhattan Opera 





Ballrooms - Banquet Halls - Meeting Rooms 
New York's Newest, Largest and Most Luxurious 


Poale Zion-Zeire Zion booked Convention and Banquet with us. 

National Labor Committee for organized Jewish Workers in Palestine booked 
its “Third Chalutzim Seder” with Professor Albert Einstein as Honor guest 
1500 guests are expected at this affair. 


House, Ballrooms & Banquet Halls, Inc. 


34th AT 8th AVENUE, N. Y. C. 


BOXES—Luxurious loges for guests’ privacy. 


GOLD EGYPTIAN ROOM—For smaller func- 
tions. Intimate, inexpensive. 


CATERING—Complete facilities for ban- 
quets, weddings, etc. 


KOSHER CATERING—Under personal direc- 
tion of Maurice Greenspan of the 
Greenspan Kosher Caterers, caterers to 
the Towers Hotel and Union Temple in 
Brooklyn, Hotel Plaza, Governor Clinton 
Hotel, Congregation B'nai Jeshren in 


N. Y. C. 














